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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
B.R. GAVAI J., VIKRAM NATH; J.
Writ Petition(s)(Civil) No(s). 202/1995; 08-02-2023
IN RE: T.N. GODAVARMAN THIRUMULPAD versus UNION OF INDIA AND ORS.

Environment Protection - Supreme Court disapproves of constructing zoos and
enclosures within national parks - Prima facie, we do not appreciate the
necessity of having a zoo inside the tiger reserves or national parks. The
concept of protecting these is to permit animals to reside in their natural
environs and not artificial environs. We, therefore, also call upon the National
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) to explain the rationale behind permitting
such safaris within tiger reserves and national parks. Until further orders, the
authorities are restrained from making any constructions within the core areas
of national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and tiger reserves.
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ORDER

1. Issue notice in I.LA. N0s.186910/2022 and 20650/2023 to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change and the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), returnable on 15.03.2023.

2. In addition to the usual mode, liberty is granted to the petitioner to serve notice
through the Standing Counsel for the respondent/State.

3. A perusal of the report(s) would reveal that various constructions have been
carried out within the area of the Tiger Reserve. The photograph would show that a
cordoned area has been constructed between the Tiger Reserve.

4. Mr. Abhishek Attri, learned counsel appearing for the State of Uttrakhand,
submits that the concept of jungle tourism permits such a safari to be constructed in
jungle areas, and according to the learned counsel, such a phenomenon is acceptable
worldwide.

5. Prima facie, we do not appreciate the necessity of having a zoo inside Tiger
Reserves or National Parks. The concept of protecting Tiger Reserves and National
Parks is that the fauna must be permitted to reside in the natural habitat and not the
artificial environs.

6. We, therefore, call upon the NTCA to explain the rationale behind granting such
a permission for permitting Tiger Safaris within Tiger Reserves and National Parks.

7. Until further orders, we restrain the authorities from making any construction
within the areas notified as Tiger Reserves and National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuaries.

8.  The State of Uttarakhand is directed to file its reply in I.A. N0s.186910/2022 and
20650/2023, within three weeks.
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