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$~47 

* IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  DELHI  AT  NEW  DELHI 

+  CS(OS) 162/2026 & I.A. 4826/2026, 4827/2026, 4828/2026, 
4829/2026 

 
 HERITAGE FOODS LIMITED & ANR.            .....Plaintiffs 

Through: Mr. Sandeep Sethi, Mr. Anurag 
Ahluwalia, Sr. Advs. with Mr. Sanjay 
Abbot, Mr. Arshdeep Singh, Mr. 
Nitesh Gupta, Mr. Ayush Agarwal, 
Ms. Sanjana Mishra, Mr. Krisna 
Gambhir, Ms. Shreya Sethi, Ms. Riya 
Kumar, Advocates (M:9810259420) 

    versus 
 
 JAGATI PUBLICATIONS LIMITED & ORS.       .....Defendants 

Through: Ms. Amee Rana, Mr. Yash 
Karunakaran, Mr. Tanuj Sharma, Ms. 
Tanvi Raina, Mr. Debditya Saha, 
Advocates for D-6 (M:9818990029) 

 Email: 
varun.pathak@amsshardul.com   

 CORAM: 
 HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE MINI PUSHKARNA 

    O R D E R 
%    19.02.2026 

I.A. 4829/2026 (For Exemption) 

1. Exemption allowed, subject to all just exceptions. 

2. Application is accordingly disposed of.  

I.A. 4828/2026 (For enlargement of time for filing Court Fees) 

3. The present application has been filed under Sections 148 and 149 

read with Section 151 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (“CPC”) seeking 

enlargement of time for affixing the already paid Court Fees.  
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4. This Court is informed that the plaintiffs have already paid the Court 

Fees of Rs. 97,65,000/- on 18th February, 2026, however, the said Court 

Fees is yet to be collected by them.  

5. Accordingly, liberty is granted to the plaintiffs to file/affix the 

requisite Court Fees, within a period of one week, from today.  

6. The present application is accordingly disposed of.  

I.A. 4827/2026 (For Additional Reliefs under Order II Rule 2, CPC) 

7. Issue notice. Notice is accepted by learned counsel appearing for 

defendant no. 6.  

8. Issue notice to other defendants by all modes. 

9. Let reply be filed within a period of four weeks.  

10. Rejoinder thereto, if any, be filed within a period of two weeks, 

thereafter.  

CS(OS) 162/2026 

11. Let the plaint be registered as suit. 

12. Issue summons. Summons is accepted by learned counsel appearing 

for defendant no. 6. The said defendant shall file its written statement within 

thirty (30) days, from today. 

13. Issue summons to defendant nos. 1 to 5 and 7 to 9, by all permissible 

modes, upon filing of Process Fee.  

14. Summons shall state that the written statement be filed by the said 

defendants within thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of summons. 

15. Along with the written statement, the defendants shall also file an 

affidavit of admission/denial of the plaintiffs‟ documents, without which, the 

written statement shall not be taken on record. 

16. Liberty is given to the plaintiffs to file replication(s), if any, within 
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thirty (30) days from the receipt of the written statement(s). Along with the 

replication(s) filed by the plaintiffs, the affidavit(s) of admission/denial of 

the documents of defendants be filed by the plaintiffs, without which, the 

replication(s) shall not be taken on record. 

17. It is made clear that any unjustified denial of documents may lead to 

an order of costs against the concerned party. 

18. If any of the parties wish to seek inspection of the documents, the 

same shall be sought and given within the timelines. 

19. List before the Joint Registrar (Judicial) on 06th April, 2026 for 

completion of service. 

20. List before the Court on 09th July, 2026. 

I.A. 4826/2026 (under Order XXXIX Rules 1 and 2 CPC) 

21. The present application has been filed seeking ex-parte interim reliefs 

against the defendants, thereby, restraining them from making, publishing, 

and circulating false, misleading and defamatory content against the 

plaintiffs. 

22. It is submitted by learned Senior Counsel appearing for the plaintiffs 

that plaintiff no. 1–company is one of India‟s leading dairy companies, and 

has established a reputed name for itself. The company was incorporated in 

the year 1992 by Mr. N. Chandrababu Naidu, who subsequently resigned in 

the year 1994. 

23. The plaintiff no. 1 has received numerous awards and accolades for its 

business ethics and contributions to the society. In this regard, attention of 

this Court has been drawn to the following paragraphs from the plaint, 

which are reproduced as under:  
“xxx xxx xxx  

This is a digitally signed order.
The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 19/02/2026 at 21:16:06



CS(OS) 162/2026                                                                                                                        Page 4 of 30 
 

21. Plaintiff No. 1 Company was incorporated in 1992 and is engaged 
in the business of procurement, processing and marketing of milk and 
milk related products across the Nation, including Delhi. Plaintiff No. 
1 since inception has maintained the highest standards of quality, 
ensured food and health safety. Accordingly, Plaintiff No. 1 enjoys a 
stellar reputation in the dairy industry. 
 

xxx xxx xxx 
 
 

23. Plaintiff No. 1 Company operates 18 state-of-the-art 
manufacturing units nationwide. It has a vast network across 16 
States including Andhra Pradesh, Delhi NCR, Telangana, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh. Plaintiff No. 1 caters to millions of consumers, 
providing them with the best quality milk and milk related products. 
 

xxx xxx xxx 
 
 

29. The quality systems of Plaintiff No. 1 Company are benchmarked 
against globally recognized standards, including ISO 22000:2018, 
ISO 9001:2015, ISO 45001:2018, ISO 14001:2015, ISO 50001:2018, 
FSSC 22000 v6.0, SEDEX (Ethical), and HALAL certifications, along 
with full compliance with FSSAI, AgMark, BIS, and EIA requirements. 
 

30. Plaintiff No. 1 Company has received numerous awards and 
accolades for its business ethics and contributions to the society. Few 
of the recent and significant awards given to the Plaintiff No. 1 
Company are set out below: 
 

a. The Southern Dairy Food Conclave awarded Plaintiff No. 1 
Company with the Outstanding Dairy Professional Award 2025; 
 

b. Golden Peacock Award for excellence in Corporate 
Governance 2025 at the London Global Convention; 
 

c. Prestigious National Energy Conservation Awards (NECA - 
2023) in Dairy Sector for the year 2023 at all India level for the 
effective energy conservation process/methods; 
 

d. Certificate of Appreciation from Government of Telangana 
for groundwater management at Shamirpet Plant; 
 

e. Best South Brand Award at the Pride of India Brand Awards 
2022; 
 

f. Bronze Medal awarded to the Bayyavaram Plant maintained 
by Plaintiff No. 1 Company in the Food Safety and Quality 
Competition Seminar, 2024; 
 

g. The Gokul, Main Dairy Plant of the Plaintiff No. 1 Company 
was awarded with National Energy Conservation Award; 
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h. The Telangana Government awarded the Plaintiff No. 1 
Company with the Best Management Award; 
 

i. Blinkit Brand Awards has fecilitated Plaintiff No. 1 Company 
with the award of being the most loved brand; 
 

j. B. Kothakota Plant of the Plaintiff No. 1 Company was 
awarded CII National Award in Food Safety; 
 

k. Plaintiff No. 1 Company has been fecilitated with the award 
for being Telangana‟s Best Employer Brand; 
 

l. Best Corporate-Cash Management Services awarded by 
HDFC Bank; and 
 

m. Won Platinum Award in the Digital Transformation for 
Heritage Vet+ Project organized by SKOCH. 
 

xxx xxx xxx” 
 

24. It is submitted that defendant nos. 1 to 4, on 14th February, 2026, have 

published false and incorrect statements in the Delhi edition of the 

newspaper being „Sakshi Newspaper‟, and on the news channel being 

„Sakshi TV‟, against the plaintiffs. The details of the defamatory statements 

published by defendant nos. 1 to 4, as given in the plaint, are as under:  
“xxx xxx xxx  

31. On 14 February 2026, Defendant No. 1 in the Delhi Edition of the 
Newspaper published a self-authored article which contains incorrect, 
unfounded and defamatory statements against the Plaintiff (the 
“Impugned Article”). The Impugned Article was published on the 
front page of the Delhi Edition of the Newspaper with a logo of the 
Plaintiff No. 1 Company. The Impugned Article was published on the 
website of Defendant No. 1 as well as physical news paper. 
 

32. The Impugned Article alleges that Plaintiff No. 1 Company has 
ties with Bhole Baba Oroganic Dairy Milk Private Limited (“Bhole 
Baba Oroganic Milk”). Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk is arrayed as the 
primary accused in the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams Scam 
involving supply of adulterated ghee (the “TTD Scam”). 
 

33. The Impugned Article further alleges that Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (“TTD”) awarded contract in favor of Bhole Baba 
Oroganic Milk solely because it has business relations with Plaintiff 
No. 1 Company which was founded by Mr. Nara Chandrababu Naidu 
and is currently managed by his family members. The Impugned 
Article seeks to allege that Plaintiff No. 1 Company was also indulged 
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in the TTD Scam as it has ties with Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk. 
Relevant portion of the Impugned Article is set out below: 
 

“Heritage Connection with “Bhole” too” 
 

“TTD Ghee contracts to Bole Baba only during 
Chandrababu‟s Government Tenure” 
 

“The real conspiracy behind Chief Minister 
Chandrababu‟s alleged smear campaign regarding the 
Tirumala Laddu Prasadam is gradually coming to light. 
It has been revealed that Chandrababu‟s family shares a 
business relationship with Bhole Baba Dairy, the firm 
that the TDP coalition government has placed at the 
centre of this controversy.” 
 
“Furthermore, it is noteworthy that the supply of the 
allegedly adulterated ghee which Chandrababu is now 
creating uproar about- actually occurred during the 
current TDP coalition government's regime. Here is the 
breakdown of the business nexus between Bhole Baba 
Dairy and Heritage Foods...” 
 

“Heritage Foods - Bhole Baba Connection: The business 
relationship between N. Chandrababu Naidu‟s family 
and Bhole Baba Dairy, which is at the center of the 
controversy regarding ghee supplies for the Tirumala 
Laddu Prasadam, has come to light. It has recently been 
revealed that Heritage Foods, owned by Chandrababu‟s 
family, maintains business ties with Bhole Baba Dairy. 
Notably, Bhole Baba Dairy has explicitly mentioned on 
its official website that they have a business association 
with Heritage Foods. The website clearly states, "We are 
associated with Heritage Foods." This indicates that a 
long-standing business relationship has been ongoing 
between the two dairies.” 
 

xxx xxx xxx” 
 

25. By referring to the aforesaid, learned Senior Counsel appearing for 

the plaintiffs submits that the impugned article alleges that the plaintiff no. 1 

company has ties with Bhole Baba Oroganic Dairy Milk Private Limited 

(“Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk”), which is a primary accused in the Tirumala 

Tirupati Devasthanam (“TTD”) scam involving supply of adulterated Ghee. 
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Thus, it is submitted that the impugned article seeks to allege that plaintiff 

no. 1-company, has also indulged in the TTD scam, and that the plaintiff no. 

1 company has ties with said Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk.  

26. Attention of this Court has also been drawn to the newspaper report 

dated 11th November, 2025, published in the Economic Times, wherein, 

Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk has been imputed for setting up fake Ghee 

manufacturing unit, used to prepare Tirupati Laddus. However, it is 

submitted that the plaintiffs have no connection with the aforesaid Bhole 

Baba Oroganic Milk. It is submitted that the plaintiff has business dealings 

with another entity, namely Bhole Baba Milk Food Industries (Dholpur) 

Private Limited (“Bhole Baba Milk Food”), and that the same is an entirely 

different entity from Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk, which is the accused in the 

TTD scam.  

27. In this regard, attention of this Court has been drawn to the table set 

out in the plaint, which brings forth the differences in both the companies. 

The same is reproduced as below:  
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28. Thus, learned Senior Counsel appearing for the plaintiffs submits that 

Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk and Bhole Baba Milk Food are distinct entities, 

and plaintiff no. 1-company has business ties with Bhole Baba Milk Food, 

and not Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk. In fact, plaintiff no. 1-company has 

never entered into any business dealings with Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk.  

29. Learned Senior Counsel appearing for the plaintiffs submits that the 

TTD scam is being investigated by the Central Bureau of Investigation 

(“CBI”), led by a Special Investigation Team (“SIT”). The SIT had 

registered a First Information Report (“FIR”) against Bhole Baba Oroganic 

Milk and other accused persons, and two chargesheets have already been 

filed. Notably, neither the plaintiff no. 1-company, nor Bhole Baba Milk 

Food has been named in the FIR, or the chargesheets filed with regard to the 

TTD scam.  

30. Thus, it is submitted that defendant nos. 1 to 4 have maliciously 

published the impugned article, making false and incorrect statements 

linking plaintiff no. 1 company with Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk, which is an 

accused in the TTD scam. These imputations have been made with a 

deliberate attempt to tarnish the reputation of plaintiff no. 1-company.  

31. It is further submitted that the defendant no. 4 company has made 

identical motivated allegations against the plaintiffs on the „Sakshi TV‟ news 

channel on 14th February, 2026. Further, the defendant no. 4 has also 

maliciously published the false narrative on the platform of defendant no. 8, 

i.e., YouTube, which has 2.5 billion monthly users. Thus, it is submitted that 
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dissemination of such false narratives on a platform with such an extensive 

viewership has caused grave harm to the plaintiffs.  

32. It is submitted that the impugned reports have been published on all 

channels of „Sakshi TV‟ and on the platform maintained by defendant no. 8. 

The screenshot in this regard, as filed along with the plaint, is reproduced as 

under:  

 
33. Learned Senior Counsel appearing for the plaintiffs submits that the 

plaintiffs, immediately on 14th February, 2026, issued a legal notice to the 

defendant no. 1 indicating that Bhole Baba Oroganic Milk and Bhole Baba 

Milk Food are two distinct entities. The legal notice was also accompanied 

by a clarification issued by Bhole Baba Milk Food, stating that it has not 

been named in the TTD scam and has, in fact, never supplied Ghee in the 

southern parts of India.   
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34. Pursuant to the aforesaid legal notice and clarification, the defendant 

no. 1, on 15th February, 2026, published the clarification submitted by 

plaintiff no. 1-company on Page 3 of the „Sakshi Newspaper‟. However, no 

clarification was issued on any other platforms of the defendants. Further, 

the defendant no. 4 has neither published a clarificatory statement nor 

retracted the impugned statements. Thus, it is submitted that the publication 

of the clarificatory statement on the third page of the Newspaper is not 

sufficient to repair the damage/harm caused to the plaintiffs.  

35. The present matter requires consideration.  

36. Accordingly, issue notice to the defendants by all modes. Notice is 

accepted by learned counsel appearing for defendant no. 6. 

37. Issue notice to the other defendants by all modes. 

38. Let reply be filed within a period of four weeks.  

39. Rejoinder thereto, if any, be filed within a period of two weeks, 

thereafter.  

40. Considering the submissions made before this Court, a prima facie 

case been made out by the plaintiffs and irreparable harm shall be caused to 

the plaintiffs if interim relief is not granted in favour of the plaintiffs. 

Further, this Court is of the considered view that the balance of convenience 

also lies in favour of the plaintiffs.  

41. Accordingly, the following directions are issued:  

i. The defendant nos. 1 to 4 and defendant no. 9 are restrained from 

posting, publishing, uploading, writing, speaking, distributing and/or 

republishing any false, misleading and defamatory content against the 

plaintiffs, on any web platform or in a physical newspaper, including, 

the platforms maintained by defendant nos. 6 to 8;  
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ii. The defendant nos. 1 to 4 are directed to take down the impugned 

article and impugned reports, and any other publication containing 

identical as well as similar statements, maintained on their profiles on 

the platforms of defendant nos. 6 to 8;  

iii. The defendant nos. 1 to 3 are directed to take-down within 24 hours 

the impugned article dated 14th February, 2026, or any other related 

articles published by defendant nos. 1 to 3, on their platform- 

„www.sakshi.com‟;  

iv. Defendant nos. 1 to 3 are directed to take-down, within 24 hours of 

this order, the impugned reports dated 14th February, 2026, or any 

other defamatory interview/ debate/ report published under the name 

of „Sakshi TV‟, on various online platforms maintained by defendant 

nos. 6 to 8, the links of which, are given in Annexure 1 of this order;  

v. In case, the aforesaid direction is not complied with by defendant nos. 

1 to 3 within 24 hours of this present order, the defendant nos. 6 to 8 

shall take down the impugned content, details of which, are given in 

Annexure 1 of this order;  

vi. Defendant no. 4 is directed to remove, within 24 hours, the following 

links, viz. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAeFDSYwMT0 and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHce6zlK7mw.   

vii. If the aforesaid direction is not complied with by defendant no. 4, the 

defendant no. 8 shall remove the aforesaid links from its platform.  

viii. Defendant no. 5 is directed to block and disable access to the URLs 

within 24 hours, details of which, have been given in Annexure 1 of 

the present order; and 

42. Compliance affidavit under Order XXXIX Rule 3, CPC be filed 
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within a week, from today. 

43. List before the Court on 09th July, 2026. 

 

 
MINI PUSHKARNA, J 

FEBRUARY 19, 2026 
Au/ak 
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Annexure 1 
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