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DR. TANWI SHAMS
Assistant Professor of Law, National

Law University Odisha

MEET THE SPEAKERS

Dr. Tanwi Shams is currently serving as an Assistant Professor of Law and
Director of the Centre for Disability Law and Advocacy at National Law
University Odisha, India. She holds an LL.M. in Intellectual Property and
Technology Law from the National University of Singapore and is the
recipient of the prestigious Lee Kong Chian Graduate Scholarship for
pursuing her LL.M., and she holds a Ph.D. in Human Rights Law from
North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong.

A recipient of two major research projects funded by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR), Dr. Shams serves as both Principal
Investigator and Co-Investigator. Her teaching and research interests
include Intellectual Property Rights, Artificial Intelligence, and Human
Rights Law. Committed to inclusivity and social empowerment, she
advances scholarship and advocacy at the intersection of law, technology,
and human rights.
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MS. SANSKRUTI SAMAL
Advocate, Supreme Court of India 
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Ms. Sanskruti Samal is an independent legal practitioner appearing
primarily before the Supreme Court of India and other appellate courts. A
2018 graduate, she secured Rank 2 in the Supreme Court Law Clerk-cum-
Research Assistant Examination and served as Law Clerk to Justice N. V.
Ramana (2018–2021), later being appointed Consultant to the Chief
Justice of India (2021–2022). 

In these roles, she worked closely on constitutional, administrative, and
institutional matters at the highest judicial level. She completed her LL.M.
at the University of Cambridge, Faculty of Law (Hughes Hall), and also
received offers from the University of Pennsylvania, Cornell University,
and New York University. She now focuses on constitutional law and
appellate litigation and actively mentors students on clerkships and
postgraduate legal education in India and abroad.
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MS. SHINJINI MITRA
Fellow, National Law School of India University
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Ms. Shinjini Mitra is a legal professional with expertise in corporate law,
competition law, taxation law, and law and technology. She has a strong
academic and research-oriented background, with a particular interest in
competition law and its intersection with technology and regulatory policy.
She has served as an Academic Fellow at the National Law School of India
University, contributing to teaching, research, and scholarly engagement
in contemporary legal disciplines. 

An alumna of National Law University Odisha, she has further pursued
postgraduate academic exposure, including studies at King’s College
London. Her work reflects a deep engagement with interdisciplinary legal
and policy issues, combining academic research with practical insights into
corporate regulation, competition law, and legal technology.
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MR. KUSHAGRA GOYAL
Senior Research Associate, Centre for Science

and Environment
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Mr. Kushagra Goyal is a legal professional and policy researcher with a
strong focus on environmental and energy law. As a Swami Vivekananda
Scholar, he completed his LL.M. in Global Environment and Climate
Change Law from the University of Edinburgh. He is currently associated
with the Centre for Science and Environment, where he works on
decarbonisation policy for India’s industrial sectors. 

An alumnus of National Law University Odisha, Mr. Goyal brings together
academic rigour and practical policy experience, with prior exposure to
academia. His interests lie at the intersection of law with socio-economic
regulation, and the role of interdisciplinary studies. He actively engages
with LL.M. aspirants and young professionals, offering guidance on
postgraduate legal education and global opportunities in law.
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Ms. Archita Mohapatra is a Senior Associate specialising in labour and
employment law at Trilegal, one of India’s leading law firms. She advises
on workforce management, compensation and benefits, reductions in
force, employee transfers, contingent worker engagement, and regulatory
compliance. She has been recognised as a Legal500 Rising Star in the
Labour and Employment practice. 

Ms. Mohapatra holds an LL.M. from Tilburg University, graduating cum
laude, and has strong academic grounding in contemporary employment
law. Beyond practice, she actively participates in conferences, workshops,
and academic discussions on evolving labour law frameworks and
emerging issues such as privacy and employer obligations. Her work
reflects a balance between rigorous legal practice and engagement with
broader regulatory developments.
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MS. SNEHA RATH
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Miss Sneha Rath is a 2025 postgraduate student of Law from the London
School of Economics and Political Science, specialising in Financial Laws
and Regulations. She completed her undergraduate degree in Law
(B.A.,LLB) from National Law University Odisha in 2024.

As someone who enjoys understanding both the legal framework and
operational dynamics of a business, she sees herself working in the
commercial space - particularly finance and energy - with laws that would
allow her to closely work with different kinds of businesses across sectors.
Energy is one of the sectors that draws her interest, and she would like to
see herself working with businesses dealing in renewable energy, critical
minerals, development projects and much more.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EVENT

THE VOICES BEHIND THE JOURNEY
Academia || Supreme Court || Corporate Practice

Climate Policy || International LL.M. Journeys

DECISIONS THAT DEFINED CAREERS
Judicial Clerkships as a Launchpad

Technology, Rights, and Academic Leadership
Regulating Digital Markets Globally
Climate Law Beyond the Classroom

Corporate Practice and International Re-Skilling

THE BIG CONVERSATION
Is an LL.M. Abroad Actually Worth It || Prestige vs Practicality || 

Application Strategy Decoded || Scholarships and Realistic Chances
Work Experience: Advantage or Delay || Careers After Returning to India

Visa Realities and Global Mobility || Academic Pressure and Cultural Shifts
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