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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM
PRESENT

THE HONOURABLE DR. JUSTICE A.K.JAYASANKARAN NAMBIAR
&

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE JOBIN SEBASTIAN

Friday, the 13th day of March 2026 / 22nd Phalguna, 1947
WP(C) NO. 7858 OF 2025(S)

PETITIONER:

      BAIJU PAUL MATHEWS, AGED 52 YEARS, PUTHUSSERIL,

      KOTTAKUNNU, SULTHAN BATHERY, WAYANAD, PIN - 673 592

RESPONDENTS:

STATE OF KERALA, REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, FOREST AND WILDLIFE1.
DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 001
STATE OF KERALA, REPRESENTED BY CHIEF SECRETARY, GOVERNMENT2.
SECRETARIAT, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 001
THE DISTRICT COLLECTOR, KANNUR, COLLECTORATE, KANNUR, PIN - 670 0013.
THE WILDLIFE WARDEN, THE WILDLIFE WARDEN, IRITTY, KANNUR, PIN - 670 7034.
ADDITIONAL R5 TO R7 IMPLEADED  
ANERT, PMG – LAW COLLEGE ROAD, VIKAS BHAVAN P.O., THIRUVANANTHAPURAM -5.
695 033, REPRESENTED BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.  
ARALAM GRAMA PANCHAYAT, REPRESENTED BY ITS SECRETARY, MALABAR HILL6.
HIGHWAY, NEAR ARALAM WILD LIFE SANCTUARY, PAYAM, EDOOR, KERALA - 670
704. 
ARALAM FARMING CORPORATION (KERALA) LIMITED, REPRESENTED BY ITS7.
MANAGING DIRECTOR, ARALAM FARM, KANNUR DISTRICT, KERALA – 670 673.
*ADDL. R5 TO R7 ARE SUO MOTU IMPLEADED AS PER ORDER DATED 27/06/2025 IN
WP(C) 7858/2025.
ADDITIONAL R8 IMPLEADED  
THE TRIBAL REHABILITATION DEVELOPMENT MISSION, REPRESENTED BY THE8.
DIRECTOR, SC/ST DEPARTMENT, AYYANKALI BHAVAN, KOWDIAR P.O,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 003.    
ADDL.R8 IS SUO MOTU IMPLEADED AS PER ORDER DATED 06/08/2025 IN WP(C)
7858/2025.

  ADDITIONAL R9 IMPLEADED

9. THE CHIEF WILDLIFE WARDEN, FOREST HEADQUARTERS,

   VAZHUTHACAUD, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, PIN - 695 014.

    ADDL. R9 IS SUO MOTU IMPLEADED AS PER ORDER DATED 17/12/2025

    IN  WP(C) 7858/2025.

Writ petition (civil) praying inter alia that in the circumstances
stated in the affidavit filed along with the WP(C) the High Court be pleased
to issue following Interim reliefs:
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1.   Short-Term Defensive Mechanisms

Directing the Respondent R3 and R4 to immediately restore and  

     maintain the electric fencing in all critical blocks, with 24x7  

     watchers or rapid-response squads deployed until a permanent

     boundary wall and translocation can be effected. 

Ensure that shrubs are trimmed periodically, and small trees

     cut to ensure visibility and reduce places

     where elephants can hide.

Mandating timely repairs and maintenance of any half-built

     or damaged portions of the boundary wall, in line with the

     Minister’s assurance.

2.  Temporary Relocation if Needed

In the event that short-term defense measures cannot be

     fully secured forthwith, temporarily relocate the

     most vulnerable families to government quarters

     (e.g., PWD guest houses) with a daily sustenance allowance,

     until the farmland is rendered safe. 

     Direct respondent 2 for the same.

3.  Immediate Elephant-Drive Operations

Compel the Respondent R4  to chase away 

     or drive out elephants from the settlement area as

     an interim measure, pending a comprehensive translocation plan.

This petition again coming on for admission upon perusing the petition
and the affidavit filed in support of WP(C), this Court's order dated
02/03/2026   and  upon  hearing  the  arguments  of  SRI.  BAIJU  PAUL
MATHEWS as Party-In-Person for the petitioner, SRI.K.GOPALAKRISHNA KURUP,
ADVOCATE  GENERAL  for  R1  to  R4,  M/S.  T.R.HARIKUMAR  &  ARJUN  RAGHAVAN,
Advocates for R5, SRI. NIRMAL.S, STANDING COUNSEL for R6 and of SRI.
V.HARISH, Advocate for R7, the court passed the following:

                                                P.T.O 



WP(C) No.7858/2025 Page 3 / 8

DR. A.K.JAYASANKARAN NAMBIAR, J.
&

JOBIN SEBASTIAN, J.
-------------------------------

W.P.(C).NO.7858 OF 2025
&

W.P.(PIL).NO.44 OF 2025
-----------------------------------

Dated this the 13th day of March, 2026

O R D E R

Dr. A.K. Jayasankaran Nambiar, J.

Pursuant to our last order, a report has been submitted by the Chief

Secretary, wherein, the details of the road maps that put in place a robust

defence mechanism for dealing with human-wild animal conflict situations

in Aralam and Wayanad have been provided.  The summary of the road map

aforementioned for Aralam Farm and TRDM re-settlement area reads as

follows: 
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Similarly, the summary of the road map for Wayanad reads as follows:

2.   The  administrative  mechanisms  that  have  been  put  in

place  by  the  State  Government  to  handle  human-wild  animal

conflict situations have been enumerated as follows in the report of

the Chief Secretary:

“20) Administrative mechanisms are in place to handle HWC.

(i)  Human-wildlife conflict was declared as a "State Specific Disaster" by the
State Government vide GO (Ms) No.4/2024/DMD dated 07.03.2024.

(ii) The State Government vide GO (Ms.) 12/2024/F& WLD dated 07.03.2024
has  constituted  three  tier  committees  to  coordinate  activities  at  the  State,
Districts and Local Levels.
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(iii)   GO (Rt)  No.304/2025/DMD dated  9-5-2025  revised the  norms of  Relief
Assistance from SDRF.

(iv)  GO (Rt) No.287/2025/DMD dated 3-5-2025 provided for the establishment
of Tool Rooms for Rapid Response Teams of Forests & Wildlife (Rs.3 crores).

(v)  GO (Rt) No.265/2025/DMD dated 23-4-2025 provided for Rapid Response
Vehicle  for  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon  of  the  Forests  &  Wildlife  Department
(Rs.1.34 crores).

(vi)  GO (Rt) No.251/2025/DMD dated 19-4-2025 enabled the establishment of
State and Divisional Forest EOCs (Rs.3.72 crores).

(vii)  The  Government  vide  GO  (Rt)  No.171/2025/F&WLD  dated  26-4-2025
constituted a district level HWC control committee. 

(viii)   Rapid  Response  Teams  (RRTs),  Primary  Response  Teams  (PRTs),  Jana
Jagratha  Samithies  (JSS)  have  helped  community  participation.  Under  the
DDMA - Inter Agency Group mechanism NGOs, CBOs and farmer associations
can be roped in for greater participatory management of HWC.

(ix)  The Incident Response Teams (IRTs) and Incident Response System (IRS)
for HWC as mandated by NDMA will be put in place.  IRTs would be formed in
wildlife divisions.

(x)  Maintenance and integrated remote monitoring mechanisms for all barriers
(especially solar fences) will also be reviewed periodically as these are the first
line of defence at the human-animal interface at the forest fringes.

(xi)  Technology validation and adoption to combat HWC will also be a focus
area  to  stay  abreast  with  the  advancements  in  science  and  technology  and
leverage them in the best possible manner.

(xii)  Necessary DM funds shall be placed at the disposal of DDMA Wayanad and
DDMA Kannur for maintenance of barrier assets and emergency HWC – DM
operations.” 

3.  As regards the directions in our last order with regard to

the  arrangements  made  for  supply  of  drinking  water  to  the

residents in the TRDM area in Aralam, it is stated as follows in the

report of the Chief Secretary:

“19) The  Disaster  Management  (A)  Department  vide  G.O
(Rt)No.77/2026/DMD  dated  10-02-2026  had  sanctioned  an  amount  of
Rs.45,00,000/- (Rupees Forty five lakh only) to District Collector, Kannur for the
supply  of  drinking  water  at  TRDM Area,  Aralam.  Secretary,  Aralam GP  has
informed that distribution of water was commenced on 25.02.2026 through GPS
fitted  tanker  lorries.  Two  lorries  each  having  a  capacity  of  5000  litres  are
engaged three trips per day, i.e. 30,000 litres are distributed every day. It has
been informed by the Secretary, Aralam GP that on an average of 100 litres of
water per head/per family is being distributed on alternative days. During the
period of nine days from 25.02.2026 to 05.03.2026, a total quantity of 2,70,000
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litres of drinking water has been distributed. The supply of drinking water is
being  monitored  by  the  Committee  comprising  of  the  ward  member,  TRDM
Management, ST promoters of TRDM. ST promoters accompany the tankers for
the on-the-spot monitoring of water supply.

Further,  the  Local  Self  Government  Department  has  issued  a  common
Government Order permitting the LSGIs to spend from their own fund for the
supply of water in tanker upto May, 2026. As per this Government Order, the
Grama panchayats, Municipalities Corporations can spend an amount of Rupees
6 lakhs, 12 lakhs and 13 lakhs respectively up to 31.03.2026 and Rupees 12
lakhs, 17 lakhs and 22 lakhs during the period 01.04.2026 to 31.05.2026 from
their own funds for the supply of water where there is shortage of water and
water is not supplied by Kerala Water Authority or other agencies under, Jal
Jeevan Mission, Jalanidhi, Swajaldhara, etc.”

Post this case on 22.05.2026 for ascertaining the progress of

the initiatives taken by the State Government.  

 

         Sd/-
      DR. A.K.JAYASANKARAN NAMBIAR     

                                       JUDGE

   Sd/-
                               JOBIN SEBASTIAN

    JUDGE    
prp/13/3/26

13-03-2026 /True Copy/ Assistant Registrar


