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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU

[VINAY K M AND OTHERS VS. STATE OF KARNATAKA BY AND
ANOTHER]

29.07.2026
(VIDEO CONFERENCING / PHYSICAL HEARING)

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M.NAGAPRASANNA

ORAL ORDER

Heard Sri Nataraj D., learned counsel for petitioners.

2. Learned High Court Government Pleader waives notice
for respondent No.1 and learned State Public Prosecutor - I is

directed to appear in the matter.

3. Learned counsel for the petitioner to serve a copy of
the petition papers upon the learned High Court Government

Pleader , forthwith.

ORAL ORDER ON I.A.NO.1/2026

4. The second respondent, the complainant, is none other
than a Judicial Officer, serving as the Chief Judicial Magistrate

(for short ‘the CIM’), at Malur. The complaint projects an



2.
CRL.P NO. 11388/2026 (482(Cr.PC) /
528(BNSS))

CNRC010524842026

incident by which two of the present accused traveling on a two
wheeler, overtaking the vehicle of the complainant - the
Judicial Officer, who was traveling along with her husband in a
private car and asking the driver of the car to slow down as
according to them, they were speeding. The complaint which
at the first blush appears to be an ordinary episode of road
interaction, becomes an incident of road rage as the altercation
between the complainant and the two, who were traveling on
the two wheeler lead to a huge squabble in the middle of the
road. Therefore, it snowballed into an altercation, culminating

in registration of the crime.

5. This is said to have been recorded on a CCTV, which
was on the said street, on which the squabble happens. The
CCTV footage was circulated widely on the social media. The
footage is requested to be viewed by this Court. This Court has
carefully viewed the footage. The visual record, unmistakably
portrays the complainant as not being a helpless victim of
aggression, but depicts the complainant, the Judicial Officer
and her husband allegedly pursuing the overtaking, bringing
their vehicle to a halt, alighting from it and engaging in verbal

confrontation. The video footage, the CCTV or the camera
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records the facts; the facts are stubborn in the case at hand.
The recording is incapable of bias or exaggeration. It has
captured the incident leaving little room for imaginative

reconstruction.

6. Prima facie, what emerges from the material placed
before the Court is not merely a roadside quarrel, but,
unfortunate projection of official authority into a sphere, where
it has no legitimate place. The Majesty of Judicial Office
does not travel to settle person affronts. Judicial
Authority is not a private privilege. If an innocuous act of
overtaking or requesting the vehicle to proceed cautiously is
perceived as an affront, warranting the invocation of the
criminal process, the said issue transcends the boundaries
of a mere altercation and enters the realm of
institutional concern. It therefore, become necessary to
notice what is the case of the complainant. The complaint

reads as follows:
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A perusal at the complaint is prima facie indicative of the

fact that the ego of the said Judicial Officer or her husband is
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hurt. An injured ego has lead to registration of a complaint.
An injured ego can never become the foundation for a
criminal prosecution. It is so foundationed now that accused
No.3, a man of 70 years, is dragged into the web of crime and
taken into custody by the police, all on the alleged dictate of
the Judicial Officer. If every perceived injury of an ego,
that too, of an Judicial Officer is answered by formidable
machinery of criminal law, the distinction between public
authority and personal indignation becomes dangerously
blurred. Criminal law is designed to redress genuine
public wrongs, not to vindicate wounded pride, however,

exalted the office held by the complainant merely.

7. Equally disturbing is the manner in which the
investigative machinery has swung into action. The material
available indicates that petitioner Nos.1 and 2 were present
alone at the scene, yet petitioner No.3, a 70 years old, has also
been drawn into the vortex of the criminal proceedings, and is
taken into custody. The records, atleast at this stage disclose

no circumstance that would justify deprivation of liberty.

8. The liberty of a citizen cannot fluctuate with the

stature of the complainant. The coercive arm of the
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State is answerable only to law, never to influence,

status or position.
ON THE VIDEO CIRCULATION:

9. The subsequent circulation of the incident over social
media, howsoever, regrettable cannot eclipse the genesis of the
occurrence itself. Digital dissemination may aggregate
embarrassment, but it cannot covert a mutual confrontation
into a unilateral criminal offence. The conduct of the Judicial
Officer, now shocks the conscience of the Court. The Judicial
Officer is the complainant, sits over a requisition ostensibly
brought over by the jurisdictional police at the dictate of the
complainant, permits rather, directs for deletion of the video
content. The complainant forgets that she is in a status of the
complainant, sits over the circulation of the video, forming the
fulcrum of the complaint and directs deletion. She has been a
Judge in her own cause, which the law abhors. The order

directing deletion is as follows:
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If the afore-quoted order is noticed, it prima facie depicts

a conduct in betrayal of high standards inseparable from

judicial office. All of the aforesaid has sprung on the ego of the
Judicial Officer, which appears to have taken a dent on a

particular overtaking the two wheeler by a car, and the entire
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squabble elevating to the level of setting the criminal law into

motion.

10. In the aforesaid circumstances, it becomes
necessary to observe that a Judge’s greatest ornament is
not the robe that the Judge wears, but the humility with
which the Judge wears. The office of the Judicial Officer
is thus not one that can be donned within the precincts
of the courtroom and discarded at its threshold. Judicial
Office is a continuing public trust. The confidence of the
citizen in the justice delivery system is shaped as much
by the conduct of the Judges beyond the courtroom. The
authority of the Judicial Officer does not rest upon
coercive power. Therefore, a Judicial Officer is expected
to personify patience in provocation; restraint in conflict
and sobriety in conduct. When the same Judge is
perceived who has succumbed to anger, intimidation or
abuse in public place it generates a dent on public
confidence in judiciary. Judicial temperament cannot be
confined to the courtroom, it must accompany the Judge

where he or she goes.



-11 -
CRL.P NO. 11388/2026 (482(Cr.PC) /
528(BNSS))

CNRC010524842026

11. As observed hereinabove, the conduct prima facie
betrays the said standard necessary to be professed. In the
considered view of this Court it is an institutional issue, it is
therefore, not merely appropriate, but imperative, that the
matter receives consideration at the appropriate administrative
level, for accountability of the Judicial Officer for the afore-

quoted acts.

12. Accordingly, this Court deems it appropriate to stay
further investigation, qua the petitioners, and direct that this
order be placed before the Hon’ble Chief Justice, for such action
as His Lordship deems fit, in the afore-narrated facts and

circumstances.

13. List the matter on 20.08.2026, in the fresh

matters list.

Sd/-
(M.NAGAPRASANNA)

JUDGE
HR
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