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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM
PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE AMIT RAWAL

Wednesday, the 27" day of August 2025 / 5th Bhadra, 1947

WP(C) NO. 13238 OF 2022

PETITIONERS:

1. ABOOBACKER K.A., AGED 55 YEARS KAROTHUKUDI, MUDICKAL P.0.,
PERUMBAVOOR, MOLUDUPURA, ERNAKULAM-683547.

2. ASAD.E.M., ELAVUMKUDY HOUSE, MARAMPILLY P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM, PIN-683105.

3. RAJESH.P.R., PEEDIKAKKUDIYIL, KEEZHILLAM P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM, PIN-683541.

4. VARGHESE P.A. @ ANTONY VARGHESE, POTHEN HOUSE, OKKAL P.O.,
PERUMBAVOOR, ERNAKULAM-683550.

5. SIDHIKK, THEKEVADAYATH, PONASSERY P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683547.

6. NAJEEB.V.S., VELLAKUDI, ALLAPFA P.0., PERUMBAVOOR, ERNAKULAM-683536.

7. GINU @ THOMAS, MELETHADAM, PEERUMBAVOOR P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683542.

8. RAHEEM, KIDANGASSERY HOUSE, VAZHAKKULAM.P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683105.

9. SHAMEER ROSHAN, KALLINGAL HOUSE, MUDICKAL P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683547.

10. MANAF.T.S., THURUTHUMMEL HOUSE, PERUMBAVOOR P.0., PARAPPURAM,
ERNAKULAM-683547.

11. ABDUL KAREEM P.S., PUTHENVEETTIL HOUSE, MUDICKAL P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683547.

12. MAHINKUTTY, VATTATHARA HOUSE, MARAMPILLY P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM, PIN-683105.

13. K.M. UMMER, KOTTAPURATH HOUSE, SREEMOOLANAGARAM P.0., ALUVA,
ERNAKULAM-683105.

14. NAJEEB.M.A., PANDIYAMOODU HOUSE, PERUMBAVOOR P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683542.

15. NASEEMA.K.A., ALANGAYI HOUSE, ALLAPRA P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM-683556.

16. DILSHAD ABDUL MAJEED, CHEELAKKATTUPARAMBIL HOUSE, PONJASSERY P.O.,
PERUMBAVOOR, ERNAKULAM-683547.

17. LATHEEF, CHERUVALLIKUDY HOUSE, RAYONPURAM P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,
ERNAKULAM, PIN-683543.

18. SUBAIR M.A., MUNDACKAL HOUSE, MUDICKAL P.0., PERUMBAVOOR,

ERNAKULAM-683547.
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RESPONDENTS:

1. JOINT REGIONAL TRANSPORT OFFICER, OFFICE OF THE JOINT REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER, IRONGOLE P.0., PERUMBAVOOR, ERNAKULAM DISTRICT,
PIN-683548.

2. STATION HOUSE OFFICER, PERUMBAVOOR POLICE STATION,
PERUMBAVOOR-683542.

3. ADDL.R3: THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, ERNAKULAM

4. ADDL.R4: THE REGIONAL TRANSPORT OFFICER, ERNAKULAM

5. ADDL.R5: THE CITY POLICE COMMISSIONER, KOCHI. ADDL. R3 TO R5 ARE
IMPLEADED AS PER ORDER DATED 17.06.2022 IN WPC NO.13238/2022.

6. ADDL.R6: THE ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER, KERALA STATEPOLLUTION CONTROL
BOARD, DISTRICT COURT-I, GANDHI NAGAR-682020 IS SUO MOTO IMPLEADED
AS PER ORDER DATED 17.11.2022 IN WPC NO.13238/2022.

7. CSML (COCHIN SMART MISSION LILMITED), KALOOR, KOCHI. REPRESENTED BY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.*ADDITIONAL R7 IS SUO MOTO IMPLEADED AS PER
ORDER DATED 03.07.2023 IN WP(C) 13238/2022

Writ Petition (Civil) praying inter alia that in the circumstances
stated in the affidavit filed along with the WP(C) the High Court be
pleased to permit the petitioner to ply the autorickshaws freely and pick
up passengers from any stand in the tight of Ext. P2 & P7 judgments of
this honourable court according to theé permit conditions, till the
disposal of the Writ Petition (€Civil).

This petition coming on for orders upon perusing the petition and
the affidavit filed in support: of WP(C) and upon hearing the arguments of
M/S. P.M. SANEER & P.A. SHAJI SAMAD,, Advocates for the petitioners, and
of SRI. E.K. NANDAKUMAR, AMICUS CURIAE & SRI. JAI MOHAN Advocate for Rl
AND SRI. T. NAVEEN, STANDING COUNSEL, KERALA STATE POLLUTION CONTROL
BOARD, for R6 and SMT. M.U. VIJAYALAKSHMI, STANDING COUNSEL, COCHIN SMART
MISSION LIMITED & SRI. K. JAJU BABU (SENIOR) for R7, the court passed the
following:
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AMIT RAWAL

Dated this the 27" day of August, 2025

ORDER

Mr.Jai Mohan learned counsel assisting the Amicus
Curiae has filed a report in pursuance of the direction of
this Court dated 08.08.2025 and given certain

suggestions which are taken on record.

2. Mr. Jai Mohan peinted 6ut provision of rule 153

keral motor vehicle rules::

Rule 153: It shall be a condition of the permit
of every transport vehicle, that the holder
thereof.-

(1) Shall ensure that the vehicle is driven
only by a driver duly authorised in this behalf
by the Act and the rules issued thereunder,
(2)Shall exercise effective supervision over
the work of all his employees to ensure
operation of the vehicle in conformity with
the Act and the rules issued there under;
(3)Shall be responsible for the conduct of the
driver and other employees; and

(4) Shall not use the vehicle or cause or allow
it to be
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W.P.(C) No. 13238 of 2022
2.

used in the commission of any offence under
the Indian Penal Code or any local or special
law or any statutory control order, for the
time being in force.

(5) Shall display the name, age, address and
contact numbers driver in white colour along
with his photograph inside the vehicle at a
prominent place.”

3. No doubt it is clear that in terms of Rule 153, it is
the prime duty of the permit holder to see that a
transport vehicle is plied-only by the driver and have an
effective supervision.of the work“and shall be responsible
for the conduct of the driver or otherwise, should not
allow the vehicle or cause,to be used for commission of
offence under the Indian Penal Code or violation of any

local laws.

4. Similarly in paragraph No.13 by referring to the
provisions of Section 86 of the Motor Vehicles Act, it has

been stated as under:

“13. Section 86 of the MV Act empowers the
“Transport Authority which granted a permit may
cancel the permit or may suspend it” on the following
grounds:

a) on the breach of any condition specified in section
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84 or of any condition contained in the permit, or

b) if the holder of the permit uses or causes or allows
a vehicle to be used in any manner not authorised by
the permit, or

c)....

d....

e) if the holder of the goods carriage permit, fails
without reasonable cause, to use the vehicle for the
purposes for which the permit was granted, or

7
...

5. All these conditions empowers the competent
authority i.e., the Regional Transport Officer to take
action against the permitbholder, in case it is found that
the wvehicle is being plied 7in violation of the
aforementioned rules. Thus', whenever any violation of
the stage carriage vehicles is-noted, the concerned RTO
shall issue show cause notice to permit holders so that
permit holder is sensitized about his role and terms of

the provisions of the rules and sections.

6. In the operative part of the order dated

08.08.2025, this Court had mentioned as under:

“3. The crux of the dispute pertains to the time-table
issued by the competent authority for, there is a very
less time for the stage carriages for coverage of

distance owing to the heavy traffic and to overcome



WP(C) No.13238/2022 6/13 Order Date : 27-08-2025

W.P.(C) No. 13238 of 2022
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such problem, the stage carriage bus operators’ have
to over-speed. In this regard, Sri.Santhoshkumar has
Informed that the State Transpsort Authority has
written a letter to the Regional Transport Authority
considering the provisions of Section 67(1)(d) of the
Motor Vehicles Act suggesting the minimum time gap
between the stage carriage permits pertaining to
same route, of five(5) minutes in the city and ten(10)
minutes in the Grama Panchayat. The meeting will
take some time. This Court is not satisfied with the
holding of the meeting as it is the need of the hour.
Recently;, two innocent ladies have died on account of

rash and speedy-driving of the stage carriages.

4. Accordingly; this Court deems it appropriate to
issue directions to the RTA to convene the meeting,
as expeditiously as possible, within a period of
fifteen(15) days from the date of receipt of this order
with regard to the fixing of the time-table as
suggested in the letter of STA. Let the Amicus Curiae
also come out with suggestions for safeguarding the
life of the pedestrians as well as scooter/motor

o

cyclists.

7. It was ordered that the meeting for changing the
time table should be held within fifteen(15) days from the

receipt of the order.

8. MrSanthosh, learned Government Pleader
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submits that owing to the Onam holidays, it has been
fixed for 29.09.2025. I am afraid that there is no
compliance to the direction of this Court nor any
application has been filed seeking extension or
attenuating circumstances, it is deliberate act of

contempt

9. This Court confronted the Government Pleader as
to how many permit holders:are plying the vehicles in the
Cochin City. The answer bare mimimum. It is intriguing
that why steps have not been taken in respect of the
stage carriages being plied within the city with a few
permits to start with for the change of the time table so

that the rash driving is curtailed.

10. Be that as it may. The meeting has to be called
as early as possible. Accordingly it is directed to
prepone the meeting from 29.09.2025 to 10.09.2025. It
is made clear that if the meeting is not held, liberty is
granted to the amicus curiae to bring it to the notice of

this Court for appropriate orders.



WP(C) No.13238/2022 8/13 Order Date : 27-08-2025

W.P.(C) No. 13238 of 2022
-6-

11. Mr.Jai Mohan amicus curiae informs the Court
that on two roads from Banerji Road till Palarivattom,
and from Medical Trust Hospital till Vytila, there are
many traffic lights which have a very less timing and
very few vehicles move ahead when the green light is
signalled and immediately there is again a red light. At
peak hours like in the morning between 8.30 to 10.00
and evening between 5-to-7.30, all the traffic lights
should be put off and the traffic should be controlled
manually by installing the traffic police personal with
walkie-talkies so that-were able to communicate each
other with regard to the congestion of the traffic on the
road. These directions are issued forthwith to the City
Police Commissioner for immediate compliance,
particularly considering the fact that there is already an
increased rush of traffic on account of the Onam
holidays. sd/-

AMIT RAWAL
vV JUDGE
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TRUE COPY OF THE APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PERMIT
SUBMITTED BY THE 17TH PETITIONER BEFORE THE 1ST
RESPONDENT.

TRUE COPY OF THE APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PERMIT
SUBMITTED BY THE 18TH PETITIONER BEFORE THE 1ST
RESPONDENT.

TRUE COPY OF THE ORDER NO.R7/1645/2021/EMP DATED
07.01.2022 (WRONGLY DATE SHOWN AS 24.11.2021 ISSUED BY
THE 1ST RESPONDENT).

TRUE COPY OF THE RTI APPLICATION DTED 24.07.2015
SUBMITTED BY ONE MR.ALIYAR.

TRUE COPY OF THE REPLY DATED 31.07.2015 GIVEN TO
MR.ALIYAR.

TRUE COPY OF THE JUDGMENT DATED 01.06.2016 IN WPC
NO.28482/2015 PASSED BY THIS HONOURABLE COURT.

TRUE COPY OF THE PERMIT ISSUED TO MR.ALIYAR BY THE 1ST
RESPONDENT DATED 17.09.2020.

TRUE COPY OF THE ORDER DATED 13-06-2022
TRUE COPY OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED ORDER DATED 1-06-2022

TRUE COPY OF THE GAZETTED NOTIFICATION ISSUED BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF KERALADATED 15-02-1993

TYPED COPY OF THE GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION GO(PO)
NO.4/2019/TRANS. DATED 29-01-2019

TRUE COPY OF THE GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION GO(P)
NO.20/2014/TRANS DATED 28-02-2014

TRUE COPY OF THE DECISION OF THE MEETING OF THE STATE
TRANSPORT AUTHORITY HELD ON 21-04-2018

TRUE COPY OF THE GOVERNMENT ORDER GO(P) NO. 41/2018
DATED 22-11-2018

TRUE COPY OF THE LIST OF SCHOOLS,COLLEGES AND OTHER
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND HOSPITALS IN MAIN ROADS

TRUE COPY OF THE PRESS RELEASE OF THE FIFTH RESPONDENT
FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION

TRUE COPY OF THE SOUND REGULATORY ORDER ISSUED BY THE
FIFTH RESPONDENT DATED 7-07-2022

TRUE COPY OF THE MEMO OF INSTRUCTIONS

TRUE COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION FROM ASSISTANT
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE TRAFFIC EAST SUB DIVISION,KOCHI
CITY TO THE PROGRAMME MANAGER,CLUB FM UDYOGAMANDAL,
KOCHI

TRUE COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION FROM ASSISTANT
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, TRAFFIC EAST SUB DIVISION TO THE
PROGRAMME MANAGER,RADIO MANGO,PANAMPALLY NAGAR, COCHI
DATED 13-08-2022

TRUE COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE TRAFFIC RREGULATORY
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 16-08-2022

DETAILS OF PETTY CASES DETECTED DURING THE PERIOD FROM
6-08-2022 TO 21-08-2022

TRUE COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION FROM ASSISTANT
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE.TRAFFIC WEST KOCHI CITY
ADDRESSED TO THE GENERAL MANAGER, COCHIN SMART MISSION
LIMITED DATED 6-08-2022
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III
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R6(a)

R6(b)

R6(c)

R6(d)

R6(e)

II

III

XI

IV

VI

VII

VIII

The action initiated against private buses including
cases registered u/s 279 IPC,283 and 185 IPC

The attendance details and notices given to those who
attended the classes

Letter No.1024/TD/ACTE/2022 dated 17/11/22 from
Assistant Commissioner of Police to The Environmental
Engineer

Letter No.PCB/EKM/D0-1/GEN-35/21 from The Environmental
Engineer to the Assistant Commissioner of Police
The minutes of the meeting dated 02.12.2022

Action Taken Report of the Regional Transport
Officer,Ernakulam dated 13/01/23

True copy of the Order, G.0.(Rt) No. 120/11/Envt. dated
8-11-2011 issued by the Government.

True copy of the Order, G.0.(Rt) No. 3009/2021/Home
dated 30-10-2021 issued by the Government.

True copy of the relevant pages of the Notification
classifying Zones, issued as per G.0.(P) No. 64/02
dated 20-4-2022, by the Govt. of Kerala.

True copy of the Letter No. PCB/EKM/D0-1/GEN-35/21
dated 13-12-2022 issued by the Board to the Asst.
Commissioner of Police.

True copy of the Notification No. B-29016/20/90/PCI-L
dated 18-11-2009 issued by the Central Pollution
Control Board.

True copy of the Action taken Report

the Photographs of boards and the locations

True copy of the request submitted to the CSML
Authorities and Secretary of Cochin Corporation vide
letter No. 376/TD/2023/ACTR(W) dated 27.05.23 and
01.06.23 respectively

True copy of stickers and photographs showing police
officials pasting such stickers along with translation

A true copy of notice issued to public by Kochi City
Police along with English translation

The request letter No. 376/TD/2023/ACTR(W) dated
18.07.23 from Asst. Commissioner of Police to Cochin
Smart Mission Limited

Action taken report against Private Buses in WP(C)
13238/2022 from 29.05.23 to 25.07.23

News Paper cutting of Manorama daily along with English
translation

News Paper cutting of Mathrubhumi daily dated 20.07.23
along with English translation

News in Times Of India daily on 26.07.23

Action taken report against Auto-Rickshaw in WP(C)

13238/22 by Kochi City Police from 10.07.2023 to
25.07.2023

Press release issued by Kochi City Police Commissioner
on 18.07.23 along with English translation
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IX

III

II

II

III

VI

IV

IV

III

II

II
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Notice issued by Kochi City Police about how to
complaint against Auto-Rickshaws operating without fare
metre

A true copy of letter No.919/TD/ACTE/2023 dated
18.07.23 of Asst.Police Commissioner,Kochi City to
Radio Mango along with English translation

A true copy of letter No.919/TD/ACTE/2023 dated
18.07.23 of Asst.Police Commissioner,Kochi City to Club
FM along with English translation

True copy of the details of suo moto cases and MV petty
cases

True copy of the request sent to Regional Transport
Officer for cancellation of driving license of private
bus drivers

True copy of the instruction note dated 20.10.2023 to
all sector officers in Traffic Enforcement Unit through
SHO, TEU, along with the translation of the
instructions.

True copy of the letter dated 19-10-2023 of the
Assistant Commissioner of Police, Traffic East Sub
Division addressed to the Secretary, Kochi Corporation
and its translation.

True copies of the letters of Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Traffic West, Kochi City to the Secretary,
Kochi Municipal Corporation for installation of No
Horn/Silence Zone boards.

True copy of the minutes of the Traffic Regulatory
Committee Meeting Convened on 18.10.2023 in the chamber
of Mayor,Kochi

Notice - Lane traffic rules issued by Kochi City Police

Instruction note dated 09.12.2023 issued by Asst.
Commissioner of Police, Traffic West, Kochi City

Instruction note dated 01.01.2024 issued by Asst.
Commissioner of Police, Traffic East, Kochi City

English translation of the notice served by the Kochi
City Police to the owners and drivers of the Auto
Rickshaws in Kochi regarding the directions of the
Honorable High Court in the latest interim order in
WP(C) 13238/2022, along with the original.

English translation of the notice served by the Kochi
City Police to the owners and workers of the service
buses in Kochi regarding the directions of the
Honorable High Court in the latest interim order in
WP(C) 13238/2022, along with the original.

Action Taken report against private buses in WP(C)
13238/2022 of Honorable High Court Of Kerala from the
period 01.01.2024 to 10.03.2024

Action Taken report against auto rickshaws in WP(C)
13238/2022 of Honorable High Court Of Kerala from the
period 01.01.2024 to 10.03.2024

The details of auto rickshaw and bus drivers and
licenses sent for disqualification for the year 2023
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VII

XII
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The details of auto rickshaw and bus drivers and
licenses sent for disqualification from 01.01.2024 to
10.03.2024

True copy of the correspondence to the Secretary,
Kalamassery Municipality - Letter no. 1127/TD/2024/ACTE
dated 29.11.2024.

True copy of the correspondence to the Secretary,
Cheranelloor Grama Panchayat - Letter no.
1127/TD/2024/ACTE dated 29.11.2024.

True copy of the press release dated 05.12.2024 sent to
the newspapers, along with its translation.

True copy of the correspondence to the Secretary, Eloor
Municipality - Letter no. 1127/TD/2024/ACTE dated
29.11.2024.

True copy of the correspondence to the Secretary,
Mulavukad Grama Panchayat - Letter no.
751/TD/2024/ACTR(West) dated 30.11.2024

True copy of the correspondence to the Project
Director, NH-966A - Letter no. 1127/TD/2024/ACTE dated
03.12.2024.

True copy of the detailed report from the Regional
Transport Office, Ernakulam, dated 17-07-2024, along
with its translation.

True copy of the Action Report against buses for the
period from 01.03.2024 to 30.11.2024.

True copy of the Action Report against auto rickshaws
for the period from 01.03.2024 to 30.11.2024.

True copy of the reply letter received from the
Regional Transport Officer, Ernakulam, dated
06.12.2024, along with its translation.

True copy of the letter dated 04.12.2024 sent to the
Program Manager, Club FM radio channel, along with its
translation.

True copy of the letter dated 04.12.2024 sent to the
Program Manager, Radio Mango radio channel, along with
its translation.

True copy of the communication from the Assistant
Police Commissioner, Traffic East Sub Division to the
Programme Mnager , Radio Mango, Panampilly Nagar,
Kochi, dated 11-02-2025 along with its translation.

True copy of the Programme Mnager ,Club FM ,
Udyogamandal, Manjummel, Kochi requestin to give
publicity regarding the observation of No Horn Day on
11-02-2025 along with its translation.

True copy of the photographs showing imparting
awareness to the autorikshaw drivers regarding the
observation of No Horn Day

True copy of the News items published in Malayala
Manorama dated 11-02-2025 along with its translation.

True copy of the report appeared in the Malayala
Manorama daily dated 14.02.2024 with respect to the
action taken against 247 drivers who violated No Horn
Day along with its translation.



