
ITEM NO.21               COURT NO.1               SECTION III

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Civil Appeal No(s).4235/2014

BOARD OF CONTROL FOR CRICKET IN INDIA              Appellant(s)

                                VERSUS

CRICKET ASSOCIATION OF BIHAR & ORS.                Respondent(s)

[IA No. 105962/2018 – INTERVENTION/IMPLEADMENT, IA No. 105965/2018
- RECALLING THE COURTS ORDER]
 
Date : 05-02-2026 This matter was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :  HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Mr. Maninder Singh, Sr. Adv. (A.C.)
Mr. Sridhar Potaraju, Sr. Adv.(A.C.)
Mr. Prabhas Bajaj, Adv. 

For Appellant(s) : Mr. Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General
Ms. Bina Madhavan, Adv.
Mr. S. Udaya Kumar Sagar, Adv.
Mr. Tushar Singh, Adv.
Ms. Shruti Sharma, Adv.
M/s.  Lawyers Knit & Co, AOR

                   
Mr. Abhishek Singh, AOR

                   
Mr. Amol Chitale, Adv.
Mr. Nirnimesh Dube, AOR                   

                   
For Respondent(s) : Mr. Ameet Singh, Adv.
                    Mr. Anil Kumar Saxena, Adv.
                    Mr. Ankit Ambasta, Adv.
                    Mr. Loveli Tyagi, Adv.
                    Mr. Shubh Sharma, Adv.
                    Ms. Ashu Tomar, Adv.
                    Mr. Praveen Swarup, AOR
                   
                    Mr. Rajat Sehgal, AOR
                    Ms. Rashmi Singh, AOR
                    Mr. Anshuman Ashok, AOR
                    Mr. Shree Pal Singh, AOR
                    Ms. Manju Sharma, AOR
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                    Mr. V. K. Biju, AOR
                    
                    Mr. Santosh Kumar-I, AOR
                   
                    Mr. Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General
                    Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                    Mrs. Swati Ghildiyal, Adv.
                    Mr. Kanu Agarwal, Adv.
                    Mr. T S Sabarish, Adv.
                    Mr. Ishaan Sharma, Adv.
                    Mr. Mili Baxi, Adv.
                    Mr. Gaurav Arya, Adv.
                    Mr. Aman Mehta, Adv.
                   
                    Mr. E. C. Agrawala, AOR
                    
                    Mr. Chirag M. Shroff, AOR
                   
                    Mr. Santosh Mishra, AOR
                    Mr. Nirnimesh Dube, AOR
                    Mr. Balaji Srinivasan, AOR
                   
                    Mr. Abhishek Atrey, AOR
                    Dr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
                    Ms. Vidyottma Jha, Adv.
                    Mr. Jagdeep Sharma, Adv.
                    Mr. Brijesh Kumar, Adv.
                                       
                    Ms. Celeste Agarwal, Adv.
                    Mr. Mohan Babu Agarwal, Adv.
                    Ms. Akansha Agarwal, Adv.
                    Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Goyal, AOR
                   
                    Mr. Venkita Subramoniam T.R, AOR
                    Mr. P. Narasimhan, AOR
                    Mrs. Bina Gupta, AOR
                    Mr. K. K. Mohan, AOR
                    Mr. R. Chandrachud, AOR
                   
                    Ms. Kamakshi S. Mehlwal, AOR
                    Mr. Abhik Kumar, Adv.
                    Mr. Sanveer Mehlwal, Adv.
                    Mr. Deepak Girdhar, Adv.
                    Ms. Geetanjali Mehlwal, Adv.
                                      
                    Mr. Azim H. Laskar, Adv.
                    Mr. Shashi Kumar, Adv.
                    Mr. Chandra Bhushan Prasad, AOR
                   
                    Mr. Anish R. Shah, AOR
                    Mr. Sarvesh Singh, AOR
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                   Mr. Ritesh Kumar Chowdhary, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Amol Chitale, Adv.
                   Mrs. Pragya Baghel, AOR
                   Ms. Shweta Singh Parihar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR
                   Ms. Sonia Mathur, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Paramjit Singh Patwalia, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Chaitanya Mahajan, Adv.
                   Mr. Keshav Garg, Adv.
                   Mr. Naman Raj Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Akansha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Rajat Mittal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Zeeshan Diwan, AOR
                   Mr. Shrutanjaya Bharadwaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Harsha, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Amit Pai, AOR
                   Ms. Pankhuri Bhardwaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Tathagata Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Gopi Kishan, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General
                   Mrs. Swati Ghildiyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Mr. Ishaan Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. T.s.sabarish, Adv.
                   Ms. Mili Baxi, Adv.
                   Mr. Annirudh Sharma Ii, Adv.
                   Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. S.. Udaya Kumar Sagar, AOR
                   Mr. Sukant Vikram, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Lalltaksh Joshi, AOR
                   Mr. Sameer Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Minu Kumari, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Udayaditya Banerjee, AOR
                   Mr. Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Raj Kamal, AOR
                   Mr. Aseem Atwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Manmay Sarawagi, Adv.
                   Mr. Harneet Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Manish Kumar Sharma, Adv.
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                   Mr. Nimish Chandra, Adv.
                   Mr. Ratul Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Shakti Bhati, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Neeraj Shekhar, AOR
                   Mr. Rajesh Maurya, Adv.
                   Mrs. Kshama Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Alankrit Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Singh Chandel, Adv.
                   Mr. Ujjwal Ashutosh, Adv.
                   Ms. Avi Sahai, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gaichangpou Gangmei, AOR
                   Mr. Kaushik Poddar, AOR
                   Ms. Anushree Prashit Kapadia, AOR
                   Mr. Saurabh Trivedi, AOR
                   Ms. Aparna Sinha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Jayant Mohan, AOR
                   Ms. Adya Shree Dutta, Adv.
                   Ms. Dorjee Ongmu Lachungpa, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Arjun Singh Bhati, AOR
                   Mr. Akhilesh Kumar Pandey, AOR
                   Ms. Bhavana Duhoon , AOR
                   Mr. Deeptakirti Verma, AOR
                   Mr. Ankolekar Gurudatta, AOR
                   Mr. Neeraj Kumar Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Tarun Gupta, AOR
                   Mr. Anshuman Ashok, AOR
                   Mr. Aditya Ranjan, AOR
                   Mr. Ranjith K. C., AOR
                   Mr. Chander Shekhar Ashri, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shekhar G Devasa, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Manish Tiwari, Adv.
                   Mrs. Thasmitha Muthanna, Adv.
                   Mr. Rakesh Kini, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashi Bhushan Nagar, Adv.
                   M/s.  Devasa & Co., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Nitesh Ranjan, AOR
                   Mr. Neelaksh, Adv.
                   Mr. Parijat Chandan, Adv.
                   Ms. Avantika Chaudhary, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Sneha Kalita, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Dharita Malkan, Adv.
                   Mr. Ajit Rao, Adv.
                   Mr. Saudagar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Khushboo Aakash Sheth, AOR
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                   Mr. Nar Hari Singh, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Charu Ambwani, AOR
                   Ms. Shivani Vij, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Samir Ali Khan, AOR
                   Mr. Pranjal Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. K. Krishna Kumar, AOR
                   Ms. Tanya Srivastava, AOR
                   Mr. Sandeep Devashish Das, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ranjit Kumar, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Gaurav Sharma, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Prateek Bhatia, AOR
                   Mr. Dhawal Mohan, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Chadha, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Bhagat, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Kaustubh Shukla, AOR
                   Ms. Pushpanjali Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Vipul Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Gursimrat Kaur, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Kabir Hathi, Adv.
                   Ms. Jesal Wahi, AOR
                                      
                   Ms. Anushka Mamgain, Adv.
                   Mr. Jagannath Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepak Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Harsh Chaturvedi, Adv.
                   Mr. Narendra Kumar Goyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Kadam Hans, Adv.
                   Mr. L.sivaraman, Adv.
                   Mr. Jeetendra Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Kajal Rani, Adv.
                   Ms. Komal Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjay Kumar Jha, Adv.
                   M/s. Mukesh Kumar Singh And Co., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Tagotra, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Purnima Krishna, AOR
                   Mr. M.F. Philip, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sunny Raman, Adv.
                   Dr. Vedant Bharadwaj, Adv.
                   Ms. Mridula Ray Bharadwaj, AOR
                   Mr. D.M. Sharma, Adv.
                   Mrs. Amrita Behera, Adv.
                   Mrs. Tanuja Jha, Adv.
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                   Mrs. Pooja Gupta, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Aditya Verma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. M. P. Devanath, AOR
                   Mr. P. V. Yogeswaran, AOR
                   Mr. Rabin Majumder, AOR
                   
          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

IA No.105962/2018 & IA No.105965/2018

1. These applications have been moved by Mr. Anurag Singh Thakur

with a prayer to recall the order dated 02.01.2017 passed by this

Court in C.A. No.4235/2014 and to pass such further order as it may

deem fit and proper in the facts and circumstances of this case.

2. In  the  order  dated  02.01.2017,  this  Court  had  issued  the

following directions:

“25.(i)  All  the  office  bearers  of  BCCI  and  of  its
affiliated State Associations who fail to meet the norms
recommended by the Committee and accepted by this Court,
shall forthwith demit and cease to hold office namely:

“A  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  being  an  Office
Bearer if he or she : 
(a) Is not a citizen of India; 
(b) Has attained the age of 70 years; 
(c) Is declared to be insolvent, or of unsound mind;
(d)Is a Minister or government servant; 
(e)  Holds  any  office  or  post  in  a  sports  or  athletic
association or federation apart from cricket; 
(f) Has been an Office Bearer of the BCCI for a cumulative
period of 9 years; 
(g)  Has  been  charged  by  a  Court  of  Law  for  having
committed any criminal offence.” 

(ii) Shri Anurag Thakur, President of BCCI and Shri Ajay
Shirke, Secretary, BCCI shall forthwith cease and desist
from being associated with the working of BCCI;

(iii) A notice to show cause shall issue to Mr Anurag
Thakur to explain why he should not be proceeded against
under the provisions of Section 195 read with Section 340
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973;
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(iv)  A  notice  to  show  cause  shall  issue  to  Mr  Anurag
Thakur  to explain  why he  should not  be proceeded  with
under the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971;

(v)  A  Committee  of  administrators  shall  supervise  the
administration  of  BCCI  through  its  Chief  Executive
Officer;

(vi) This Court shall by a separate order nominate the
persons  who  shall  form  part  of  the  Committee  of
administrators. In order to enable the Court to have the
benefit of objective assistance in making the nominations,
we request Mr Fali S Nariman, learned Senior Counsel and
Mr Gopal Subramaniam, the learned Amicus Curiae to assist
the Court by suggesting names of persons with integrity
and  experience  in  managing  a  similar  enterprise.  We
request the learned Counsel appearing on behalf of the
parties to also place their suggestions before the Court
so as to facilitate a considered decision;

(vii) In addition to the function assigned in (v) above,
the Committee of administrators shall also ensure that the
directions contained in the judgment of this Court dated
18 July 2016 (which accepted the report of the Committee
with  modifications)  are  fulfilled  and  to  adopt  all
necessary and consequential steps for that purpose;

(viii) In view of the directions contained in (ii) above,
the senior most Vice-President of BCCI shall perform the
duties  of  the  President,  BCCI  and  the  Joint  Secretary
shall perform the duties of Secretary. Those of the office
bearers  of  BCCI  who  are  not  disqualified  in  terms  of
clause (i) above (other than the President and Secretary)
may  continue  subject  to  their  filing  an  unconditional
undertaking before this Court within four weeks of the
date  of  this  order  to  abide  by  and  implement  the
directions contained in the judgment dated 18 July 2016.
Upon the Committee of administrators as nominated by this
Court assuming charge, the existing office bearers shall
function subject to the supervision and control of the
Committee  of  administrators.  The  Committee  of
administrators  would  have  the  power  to  issue  all
appropriate directions to facilitate due supervision and
control; and

(ix)  The  remuneration  payable  to  the  members  of  the
Committee of Administrators shall be fixed in consultation
with the Committee consisting of Mr Justice R M Lodha, Mr
Justice Ashok Bhan and Mr Justice R V Raveendran. The role
of  the Justice  R M  Lodha Committee  shall hereafter  be
confined to overall policy and direction on such matters
as may be referred by this Court.
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(x) We would request the leaned Senior Counsel and the
learned  Amicus  Curiae  to  endeavour  to  submit  their
suggestions  to  this  Court  within  two  weeks.  The
proceedings  shall  be  listed  before  this  Court  on  19
January 2017 for pronouncement of directions in regard to
the names of the administrators.”

3. It is apparent from the above reproduced directions that the

applicant was President of the Board of Control for Cricket in

India (BCCI) at the relevant time and the punitive directions came

to be issued on account of the failure of the office bearers of the

BCCI  and  its  affiliated  State  Associations  to  meet  the  norms

recommended by the Lodha Committee vide order dated 18.07.2016,

which were accepted by this Court. These recommendations pertain to

sweeping reforms to the BCCI's constitution composition/functioning

of the BCCI.

4. Pursuant to direction nos.25 (iii) & (iv), show-cause notices

were issued to the applicant – Shri Singh Thakur, to explain as to

why he should not be proceeded with under the Contempt of Courts

Act, 1971. He submitted his reply affidavit, and on consideration

thereof, a three-Judge Bench of this Court passed an order dated

14.07.2017, which reads as follows:

“This  Court  on  7th July,  2017,  had  passed  the
following order:- 

“In the course of hearing of these petitions,
regard being had to the earlier affidavit filed
by the contemnor-respondent, we asked Mr. P.S.
Patwalia, learned senior counsel appearing for
him,  whether  he  would  file  an  affidavit  of
absolutely  unequivocal  and  categorical
unconditional apology. 

Mr. Patwalia has submitted that there was
some  kind  of  mis-communication/mis-information
and  the  contemnor-  respondent  is  prepared  to
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file an unconditional apology, adding the said
phrase.  He  is  permitted  to  do  so.  Let  the
affidavit be filed by 12th July, 2017. 

Let the matter be listed at 3.00 p.m. on
14th July, 2017. Mr. Patwalia has assured this
Court  that  the  contemnor-  respondent  shall
remain personally present in the Court on that
day.” 

In pursuance of the aforesaid order, an affidavit has
been  filed  by  the  contemnor-respondent.  The  contemnor-
respondent also, as assured by Mr. P.S. Patwalia, learned
senior counsel appearing for the contemnor, is personally
present in the Court. The contemnor-respondent has also
expressed  his regret  and states  that whatever  has been
stated in the affidavit has come from the core of his
heart. 

Mr.  Gopal  Subramanium,  learned  Amicus  Curiae  has
submitted that the whole episode can be closed as regards
the contemnor-respondent because of the affidavit filed.
Mr.  P.S.  Patwalia,  learned  senior  counsel  also  submits
that  there  was  some  kind  of  mis-information  or  mis-
communication. 

Regard being had to the factual scenario in entirety,
we  drop  the  proceedings  for  contempt  and  also  the
direction for initiation of the proceedings under Section
340 Cr.P.C. and the notice stands discharged.”

5. It  may,  thus,  be  seen  that  direction  nos.(iii)  and  (iv)

contained in paragraph 25 of the order dated 02.01.2017 already

stood withdrawn.

6. The instant applications, thus, have been filed by Mr. Anurag

Singh Thakur in respect of the direction contained in paragraph 25

(ii), whereunder, he was ceased and desisted from being associated

with the working of BCCI. 

7. Mr. P.S. Patwalia, learned senior counsel for the applicant

submits that the ban imposed on the applicant from being associated

with the working of BCCI has continued in force for over nine years

9



and if the same is not lifted, it will cause severe hardships and

prejudice to the applicant.

8. Mr.  Gopal  Sankaranarayanan,  learned  senior  counsel,  who  is

present  in  Court  and  has  previously  assisted  this  Court  as  a

Secretary to the Lodha Committee has taken us through the previous

proceedings and the orders passed by this Court from time to time

which culminated into the direction nos.(ii), (iii) and (iv) in

paragraph 25 of the order dated 02.01.2017.

9. It may also be mentioned, at this stage, that Mr. Maninder

Singh and Mr. Sridhar Potaraju, learned senior counsel, who are

jointly assisting this Court as amicus curiae, have referred to the

recommendations pointing out that since explanation/apology of the

applicant has already been accepted by this Court, the observations

made in the order dated 02.01.2017 may be expunged in entirety.  

10. Upon consideration of the submissions and on perusal of the

record,  we  find  it  a  fit  case  to  apply  the  doctrine  of

proportionality, so as to hold that neither this Court intended to

impose a lifetime ban nor, in the facts and circumstances of this

case, such a severe embargo is otherwise warranted. The applicant

has  been  disengaged  from  the  operations  of  BCCI  for  over  nine

years. He has already submitted an unqualified apology, which this

Court  has  accepted  while  recalling  directions  nos.  25(iii)  and

(iv).

11. Taking all these circumstances into consideration, we deem it

appropriate  to  modify  paragraph  25(ii)  of  the  order  dated
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02.01.2017  to  the  extent  that  the  applicant  (Mr.  Anurag  Singh

Thakur) shall hitherto be free to participate in the affairs of the

BCCI as per the rules and regulations.

12. The Interlocutory Applications are, accordingly, disposed of.

(ARJUN BISHT)                                   (MANOJ KUMAR)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS                        COURT MASTER (NSH)
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