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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

1. We have perused our earlier order dated 25t September, 2023.
The stand taken by the State on oath as regards the interpretation
of clause (c) of sub-Section (1) of Section 12 of the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (for short,
“RTE Act”) needs correction. Ms. Garima Prashad, Tlearned AAG,
appearing for the State of Uttar Pradesh pointed out that the State

will make that correction and file a proper affidavit.

2. Even as of today, we do not see any directions issued by the
State Government to all the schools to strictly implement Section
17(1) of the RTE Act. What the State has pleaded in the affidavit
filed on 2" September, 2024 is that some kind of g¢rievance
redressal mechanism is made available to the parents in case of
violation of Section 17(1) of the RTE Act. The issue is in what
manner the availability of the grievance redressal mechanism has
been communicated to the parents. Unless the parents are made aware
of the availability of such mechanism, the same will remain on

paper. The State needs to take further steps on this aspect.

3. In our order dated 25" September, 2023, we have observed that
the object of the RTE Act is to provide quality education. Unless

there is an effort made to inculcate the importance of the



constitutional values in the students, especially the core values
of equality, secularism and fraternity, there cannot be any quality

education. The State’s response is silent on this aspect.

4. Another issue is about the implementation of sub-Rule (3) of
Rule 5 of the Uttar Pradesh Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Rules, 2011 wherein it is laid down that it is
the obligation of the local authority to ensure that no child is
subjected to caste, class, religious, gender abuse or
discrimination in the school. Even this part of the mandate of the

State Rules needs implementation.

5. Before we go into the other aspects, we direct the State
Government to take appropriate steps and to file a proper
compliance. The State cannot ignore the fact that the ultimate
object of rendering quality education 1is to ensure that the
children become good citizens in true sense who respect the ideals
of the Constitution. The State needs to concentrate on this aspect
especially when we have completed 75 long years of existence of our

Constitution.

6. We grant time of six weeks to the State of Uttar Pradesh to
take appropriate decisions and to place the same on record in the

form of an affidavit.

7. For considering the affidavit and for further submissions, the
Petition be 1listed on 3" February, 2025 at the end of the cause

list.



8. The copies of this order and the earlier order dated
25t September, 2023 shall be provided by the Union of India to the

Education Department of all the States and Union Territories.

(ASHISH KONDLE) (ANU BHALLA)
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