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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following

ORDER
1. We have again perused the report of the Assistant
Conservator of Forest dated 20" June, 2023. It records
that Jalmahal lake has been completely damaged. As

indicated in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the said report, the
water in the lake has been contaminated. A night market
was allowed to operate in the vicinity and around the
lake which created pollution. It is also found that the
Municipal Corporation Headquarters releases sewage water
into the lake from time to time. It is also noted that
the waste material of Indira Rasoi Yojana run by the
Municipal Corporation is also immersed in the Jalmahal
lake due to which water has been completely contaminated.
Moreover, Municipal Corporation releases sewage line into
the natural drains coming from the forest into the
Jalmahal lake. In short, due to neglect and illegal acts
and omissions on the part of the first petitioner,
Jalmahal 1lake has been completely damaged. The
Commissioner of the first petitioner 1is present
virtually. He has filed an affidavit relying upon some
development projects of the State Government and that
also of the Tourism Department. These projects have
nothing to do with the restoration and preservation of
the Jalmahal lake. The damage to environment eventually

affects the right of the citizens to live in a pollution
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free atmosphere guaranteed by Article 21 of the
Constitution of India.

2. Today we see the Commissioner appearing online with
a name board of Smart City behind him. We wonder how the
city of Jaipur will become smart by damaging Jalmahal
lake. Notwithstanding the report of the Assistant
Conservator, an expert agency has not been engaged by
the first petitioner to give suggestions for restoration
and preservation of the lake.

3. We, therefore, direct the first petitioner to
appoint National Environmental Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI) as an expert agency to give a
comprehensive report to the first petitioner on immediate
measures to be taken for stopping pollution and long term
measures for restoration and preservation of the lake.
Necessary appointment order shall be issued by the first
petitioner to the NEERI within a period of one week from
today.

4, We make it clear that wunless the NEERI's
recommendations are received, the development of Jalmahal
lake as contemplated by the Government indicated in the
letter dated 26" November, 2024 shall not be undertaken
without permission of the Court.

5. We direct the first petitioner to ensure that no
vending activity or market is allowed in the vicinity of
Jalmahal lake. The dumping of waste in the lake must be

stopped immediately. We also direct the first petitioner
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to report compliance with this
affidavit by 21°* March, 2025.

6. List on 24" March, 2025.

(ANITA MALHOTRA)
AR-CUM-PS

direction by filing an

(AVGV RAMU)
COURT MASTER
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