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\ym-MqLN .B. :

1 tttqT qJ@ aR,'Fqqq, 1962 dt am 281 M tw-tna (2) hard i&q qq IN aAu #1 KW

uh©©fba- al fh:qJ@ mm dtaTat { I

A copy of this order made under sub-section (2) o J' Sccti(in 28-i oF the (_'uslc\n IS ,\,’i„ 1 06:
is granted to the concerned free of chargc.

2. $v &TfhT f8FNhT aTTaRT & f©aFF %=rf tit WitH ed fMi qT arra & arR #) aT{1@

dtIa b "Rat +MMa 4HTRl%rt aa'©rw©q & mer #t aTqTft 1 60

Any appeal against this Advance Ruling order shall lie bc!-orc thc jurisd{cLicrn irl !}igh
Court of concerned jurisdiction, within 60 days from the date ol- thc conllrrunlctr Iit>n cl

such ruling or order.

3. tIT?T 28-1 & a§d VTRaWT wi' swr "m atf#qfafquk+ dFt Itn aw qI @rls qr adr
Hmalrg d+a®, KItt& ~war? q? aRm tafWjg tFW qq }. au q+rr. al II viTal
!-he advance ruling pronounced by the AutllOrity under Section :8 - i shall remain valid
for three years or till there is a change in law or facts on the basis of which the ;',clvarlcc
ruling has been pronounced, whichever is earlier.

4. ad VTfOWT @Ir.HiIT qHaT.e f& aTM WT afb+ f&Hr ,it?gT?rd -rr nufF #t- „r en

WI-r{t tHT una thr "m *rr, aaq!© edt artIRI EfTfh WI bT \m\"rr 1
'vVhcrc thc Authority II.nds that the advance ruling was obtained by the applican'L bv 1 laud
or misrepresentation of facts, the same shall be declared void db init io.
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3fftq fBfhRl / Advance Ruling

M/s. Vastrakala ]':xports Private. Ltd (IEC No.: 0499008847) (hcrcinaftcr rcfcrrcd to as

the Applicant’) filed an application (C AAR-1) for advance ruling in the Office of Secretary,

Crrstoms Authority for Advance Ruling (CAAR) Mumbai. The said application was received
in thc secretariat of thc C AAR, Mumbai on 27.10.25 along with. its enclosures in terms of
Scction 2811 (1 ) of tIle Customs Act. 1962 (hcrcinaftcr rcfcrrcd to as the ' Act also'). -1-he

Applicant is seeking advance ruling on the issue of classiGcation of '-D)/cd Bird Feathers

proposcd to be imported under CTI 6701 00 90 of the First Schedule of the Customs ’l'miff Acl,
1975

2. AIJpiicant’s Submissions: -

2. 1 M/s. Vastralcala I':xports Private. T.td . is an cmbroidcry unit located in a 1 00% iiOtJ in

Chennai. and is engaged in thc design, development, and execution of embroidery work on

cmbcllishmcnts intcndcd for use in furnishings, decorative items, and fashion accessories. As

part of its operations. the Applicant imports dyed bird feathers from a fcathcr crafting unit
located in France-. 'l-hcsc fcathcrs serve as raw materials for the creation of fashion accessories,

such as brooches and ready-to-wear items, which are ultimately supplied to luxury brands.

2.2 ’1-hcsc fcathcrs arc originally sourced from different countries, where they are plucked
i'l’on1 captivc birds without slaughtcr and'thcn imported into l;rance. In l;rancc, thc feathers are

washed. stcam-dried, and dyed bcn)rc being cxporlcd to India for job work

2.3 Based on the nature, characteristics, and activities undertaken on thcsc feathers, the

feathers are classified under I-ISN code 6701 00 at the time of- export from France. The

Applicant prOposes to impolt these ornamental bird feathers that are washed. steam dried, and

dyed before being exported to India from 1 France undcr llSN code 6701 00 90. For one of the

sample imports, the Applicant was unable to classify fcathcrs undcr tariff item 6701 C)o 90 on

the National Single Window System (“NSWS”) portal, as the system automatically reclassified

them under heading 0505 based on the product type and description entered as feathers, leading
to application of conditions related to 0505 in thc Sanitary Import Permit (SIP).

2.4 1-hc SIP includcd a condition that consignments classifIed under IIS\ Code 0505 10

90 must be accompanied by an official Sanitary Certificate issued by the competent authority
in the country of origin. This rcquircmcnt is based on the understanding that feathers falling
under bedding 0505 may not ha\'c undcrgonc washing and steam-drying. and therefore

ncccssitatc ccrlincation to cnsurc compliance with disease control protocols - specifically
declarations conccrning the absence of highly pathogenic avian innuenza in accordance with

the Terrestrial Animal I-Iealth Code of the World Organisation for Animal Health (“OiE”).

2.5. ITowcvcr. givcn that the feathers arc washed, stcam-dried and dyed bcforc importation,

in thc opinion of the Applicant thc correct customs tariff classification is 6701 00 90 (covering

ornamcntal feathers subjected to processing beyond mere cleaning or disinfeQlion).- .v
B?t1;
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API)IJICANT9 S INTICRPRE'FA'l'lOiN

' Whether ornamental bird fbathers i}lal are washed, s{eam-dried, and dyed are classifiable
under customs tariff entry 0505 !Q 90 or 6701 00 90 under the First Schedule to the

Customs Tariff Act, 1975 .

3 . It is the Applicant’s case that dyed bird feathcrs importcd by them ought to be classillcd

undef tariff item 6701 00 90, rather than 0505 10 90. It is a well-settled position under the
Customs law that the tariff classifIcation of an item must be determined in accordance with the

General Rules -for the Interpretation (“GRT”) to the First Schedule (Import ’l'ariff) as set out

under the Customs ’l-ariff Act, 1975 (“C'l-A").

4. The GRI of the. First Schedule to the CTA governs the classification of goods under

the CTA. The relevant provisions of the GP\i are set out below:

1 . The titles of' Sections , Chapters and Sub-ChapTers are provided .far ease v.f re,{&rencc

onty: for legal purposes, c{assif-rca.tion shalt be determined according to the iet-nls o.j

the headings and any retaInPe Section or Chapter Notes and, provided such headings

or Notes cio .not otherwise require, according to the following provisions .

2. (a) Any reference in a heading to an article shall be taken to include a re.f&rence to

that article incomplete or unfInished, provided that, as presented, the incomplete or
unfInished article has the essential character of {he complel.e or finished article. It s}rail

also be taken to include a reference to that article.complete or finished (or faIling to be

classifIed as comp}ete or fInished by virtue of this rule), presenlecl unassemt)led or
disassembled

(b) Any reference in a heading to a material or substance shall be taken to inciude a

reference to mixtures or combinations of that material. or substance \\'itIl other

materials or substances. Any reference to goods of a given material or substance shut!

be taken to include a reference to goods consisting wholly or partly of' such nlat cri at or

substance, The .classification of goods consisTing qf more 1+’tan t}ne material or

substance shall be according to the principles oj
rule 3.

3. When by application of rule 2 (b) or for any other reason, goods are, prima .iacie

class I.nab Ie under tIVO or more headings, classificalion shall be q{T-ected cis .{t)tlo\\'s

(a) the heading which provides the most specifIC .description sttait be preferred to
headings providing a more general description. However, when two or more headings
each refer to part on!) of the materials or substances contained in mixed or composite

goods or to part only of ike items in a seI put up .fc)r retail.sale, those hqadinp:.-\ Eire to

be regarded as equal ty specific in relation to those goods , even if one of them gives a

more complete or precise description of' the goods.

= !\';B
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(b) mixtures. composite goods consisting Qf di#erent materials or made up of' di#erent

components. and goods put ltp in sets .f-or retai.i sale, which cannot be classified b)
I'qf-erence Io (a). shall be classifIed as if they consisted of the material or component

\\’ IItch gives them their essential character. insofar as this criTerion is applicable.

(c) when goods cannot be classified by reference to (a) or (b). they shall be classifIed

under thc heading which occurs last in numerical order among those which equal.{}
mer ii cons ideratio n

4. Goods which cannot be classifIed hI accordance with the above rules shall be

classi.{led under the heading ctI)propriate to the goods to w}rich they are most akin.

6. 1;or legal purposes, the classification of goods in the sub-headings of' a heading s Plan

be determined according to the terms ofthose- subheactings dud any related sub-heading
Notes and, htulaTis mutandis. to the above rules, on the understanding that only sub-

headings at the same level are comparable. For the purposes of this rule the relative
Section and C'hupter Notes also apply. unless the context otherwise requires,

) J-he applicant has relied the following cases:

(a) The case of Commissioner of Customs, Alnritsar v. D. I.

Steels-2022-(381 )- 1-':1.T 289 (SC), the Supreme Court of India.

1-he case of CC:II Nagpur v. Simplex Mills Co Ltd. 2005 (181 )
Ill.T 345 SC, the SuDrcmc Court of India.
And the case of B. K Bio COrD Pvt. 1.td. v. Commissioner of

Customs (NS-1) (2025) 26 Ccntax 283 (’1'ri. -Bom),
In 13. V. 13io Corp Prlvatc T ,Id. (supra). the ’l-ribunal case

l-ribunal in C:ornmissioncr of Customs, Chcrmdi v. KB

Autos)’s India Pvt Ltd l2025 1 28 Ccntax 438 (CESTAT

(Tri-Mad)
In Ram Nant Co Pvt Ltd v. Commissioner of Customs,

Chennai--11 (':onlmissior,crate 12025-I (7) ’1-MI 1345 (f:ris'l-A'l
Chennai), the ’l'ribunal.

llcxtronics Technology India Pvt Ltd v. Commissioner of
Customs, Chennai VII Commissioneratc [20251 (3) TMI 695
(CES-I'/\’l' Chennai)

Principal Commissioner of Customs (ICI) 'l'KD), New Delhi
v. Sun N Sand I':xim (1 ) Pvt J.td 12024] 10 '1'MI 158 (C]':S’l'A’I
New Delhi).

(i) Glanbia Performance Nutrition v. Commissioner of Customs-

N/Tundra [2023 1 9 '1'MI 419 (CES'l'A'I- Ahmedabad).
a) Bright Performance Nutrition Pvt Ltd v. Commissioner of

Customs, Mun(ira 1_2025] 2 'FMI 146 (CIiSTAT Ahmedabad).
Glcnmark Pharmaceuticals Ltd v. Commissioner of Customs

(b)

(C)

(d)

(C)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(k)
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(Import), ACC Mumbai [2025] 2 '1-MI 1215 (C:1 iS'1-AI

Mumbai)

6. It is evident from thc foregoing that the headings and the relevant Section or Chapter

Notes must be meticulously cxamincd to determine. thc classification of a, product. If a

classification conflict persists after applying Rule 1 of the GBI, the subscqucnt.rules must bc

invoked. This underscores the significance of headings, Section Notes, and Chapter Notes in
determining classification. Furthermore, the condition of the goods at the time of importation

into India remains a dctcrminativc factor in the classification proccss.

7. In view of the foregoing, it is imperative to examine thc 1611owing to dctcrminc thc

appropriate customs c]assification of ornamental bird feathers :

(i) Relevant Section or Chapter Note of Ilcadings 0505 and 6701 (tariff entry 0505 1 090

and tariff entry 6701 00 90) under the First Schedule to the CTA.

(ii) Any con-llict in the custc}ms classification of dyed ostrich or bird feathers al'tcr Ihc

application of Rule 1 of the GRI.

8. Chapter 5 of the CTA covcrs products of animal origin, not elsewhere spccillcd or

included. -I'leading 0505 of the CTA provides as follows:

;Skins and Other Parts of Birds, With Their Feathers or Down, Feathers and Parts o.{

Feathers Whether or Not with Trimmed Edges) And Down,-Not i/urther Worked I'han
Cleaned, Disinfected or Treated for Preservation; Powder and Waste of i''eathers or
Parts of Feathers” .

9 I leading 670 1 of the C'1-A provides as follows:

’Skins and Other Parts of Birds with Their Feathers or 1)own, I'=eaihel's, 13ui’ts o{

l:'ecithers, Dob'n and Articles Thereof (Other Than Goods of Heading 0505 And Worked

Quins and Scrapes) '’

10. A plain reading of IIeadings 0505 and 6701 of the CTA suggcsts thc following in

relation to the classification of feathers under these headings:
(i) IIcading 0505 encompasses feathers, parts of feathers (whether or not with
trimmed edges), and down, provided they have not undergone any processing_in'and

cleaning, disinfection, or treatment for preservation.

(ii) Heading 6701 applies to feathers, parts of feathers and down that ha\'c bcc:n

subjected to .processes beyond merc cleaning, disinfection, or trcatmcnt. for

preservation. Notably; feathers c.lassiH able under I leading 0505 arc cxprcssly cxc! udc(i

from this heading

11 Under the CTA, heading 6701 encompasses the following t+riff items:

670100 -Skins and other parts of birds with their feathers or down,

feathers, parts of feathers, down and articles thcrcof (other
than goods of Ireading 0505 and worked, quins and scrapcs)

\ a: HFHH:HH HI rH H HH H : i f: f;::+++:: n : i;}{;I

;I p i

\-
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6701001 o 1Feather dusters

6701 00 90 Othcr'

12. Thc distinction hctwccn thc catcgorics of fcaLhcrs covcrcd under headings 0505 and

670 { has also been eluCidatcd in the ltSN !!xplanal.ory-Notcs published by the World Customs

Organisation. The relevant excerpts from the llxplanatory Notes are as follows:
05.05 – Skins and other-parts of birds, with their feathers or down, feathers and

parts of feathers (whether or not with trimmed edges) and down, not
further worked than cleaned, disinfected or treated for preservation;

potvdcr and waste of feathers of parts of feathers

Feathers of a kind used for stuffing, down
Other

0505. 1 O'---

0505.90 –-

I-his heading covers:

( 1) Skins and other parts of birds (e.g., heads,- wings)-with their feathers
or down, and

(3) Feathers and parts of feathers (whether or not with trimmed edges),
and down.

provided they are cithcr unworkcd, or merely cleaned, disinfected or treated for preservation,
but not otherwise \,vorkcd or mountcc!.

13. ’1'his heading excludes skins and other parts of birds, feathers and parts of feathers

which have undergone working other than that permitted in this heading (e.g., bleaching,

dycing, curling or waving), or which have bcen mounted, and articles of feathers, etc; these are

generally classincd in heading 67.01 (see the Explanatory Note thereto). Worked quiltsb and

articles made fronr quilts, howcvcr, are classiHcd according to -their character (e.g.,angling
floats -– heading 95.07, tooth,picks heading 96.01 ).

'67.01 Skins and other parts of birds with their .feathers or down, feathers, parts o.{

feathers. down and articles thereof- (other than goods of heading 05.05 and worked

quilts and scrapes)

As per the Explanatory Notes to Chapter 6701, this heading covers:

(A) Skins and other parts of birds with their feathers or down, feathers and down, and parts of
feathers, which though not yet constituting madpJP a]dgles. hav£UnderFlone a proccH_olh%

than a simple trqrtmcnt of cleaning, disinfcctiQrLor prcscrvgtion (see Explanatory Note to
hcadint 05.05); the goods of this heading may. for example, bc bleached, dyed, curled or
waved

(B) Articles made of skins or of other parts of birds with their feathers or down, articles made

of feathers, or down or of parts of feathers, even if the feathers or down, etc,, are unworked or

}„f:''. -.\*
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merely cleaned but not including articles- made of scapcs or quilts. 'l'his heading thcrcl’orc
includes:

(1) Single .feathers the quilts ofwhich have been wired or bound .for use as, fdr example ,

miltinery mounts, and - also single composite feathers assembled {Pom different
elements

(2) Feathers assembled in the .farm of- clusters, and .f'eat Iters or down assembled b)
glueing or fIxing on textile fabric or other base.

(3) Trimming made of birds, parts of birds , of feathers or doM,n, for hats, boas, collars ,

capes or other articles of apparel or clothing accessories,

(4) Fans made o.f- ornamental .feathers, with fI'ames of any material . Ilo\\'e ver , f-arts

with fi’ames of precious metal are classified in heading 7 1.13 ,

This heading does not, however, include articles of apparel and clothing accessories in

which .f'eat}rers or down constitute no more than mere trimmings or padding>,

14. Based on the description provided in the Explanatory Notes published by the WCO, it
is evident that feathers classified under IIeading 0505 must be either unworkcd or merely

clcancd, disinfected or trcatcd for preservation. Conversely, feathers that have undcrgonc a

process beyond cleaning, disinfection, or preservation treatment fall under llcading 6701

l;cathcrs classincd under the heading 6701 may have been subjected to blcaching. dyeing.

curling, or similar treatments. Accordingly, the IISN lixplanatory Notes, which guide the

interpretation of the C'1-A, explicitly exclude feathers that have undergone any processing
beyond cleaning, disinfection, or preservation treatment (such as dyeing) from classincalion
under llcading 0505 .

15. It is pertinent to note that the I ISN llxplanatory Notes hold significant pcrsuasivc value
in India for resolving disputes related to tariff classification. Indian courts. including thc

Supreme Court, have consistently held that the llSN I':xplanatory Notes serve as a rcliablc
guide in ascertaining the true meaning of terms used in the C'1-A

16 In this regard, reliance is on the following judgmcnts also:

(i) Commissioner of Central llxcisc Delhi v. Uni Products India I.td., 2020 (372) IiI.'l
465 SC

(ii) Polaris India Ltd v. Commissioner of Customs, 201 7 o) Gs’l'r . 1 1 1

(iii) L. M. I.. IAd. v. Commissioner of Customs, 2010 (258) Ii.L. ’1-. 321.

(iv) Collector of Central Excise, Shillong v. Wood Crafts Products Ltd

reported in (1995) 3 SCC 454.

CCF v. Bakclitc IIylam I.td., 1997 (91 ) 1':.1.. ’1-. 13

Collector of Customs v. 13usincss I forms 1.td.,2002( 142)

Collector of Central I':xcisc, Shillong v. Wood Craft Products
Limited [1995 (77) E.I..’1-. 23] has said:

(viii) Holostick India Ltd. v. CCI::, 2015 (3 18) E.L.T. 529

(V)

(Vi)

(V11)

It.I..’1-. 18

r' ++enV+ • I

di

H B{\ tP I
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17. From the 'forcgoing, it is evident that items classified undcr Ileading 6701, except i-ol

feather' clusters, fall under tariff itcnr 6701 oa 90. Therefore, based on the application of Rule 1

of the -GIll, read in conjunction with the IISN -Explanatory Notes, bird feathers 'cannot be

clas'sit-icd under llcading 0505. Instead, a plain reading of llcading 6701 confirn',s that bird
feathers are appropriately classifiat)le under llcading 6701. Accordingly, the appropriate

customs tariff classification for ornamental bird feathers that are dyed is tariff item 6701 00 90 .

i'he l;eathcrs Imported by thc Applicant have IJndergone'Processing.Beyond Simple Cleaning,
Di sint’cction. or Prcscrvation

i 8. It is further submitted that the Applicant imports bird feathers that ha\’c undergone

processing beyond mere cleaning, disinfection, or prcscrvation. At thc time of importation, the
feathers are not raw or untreated. Specifically, the feathers imported by the Applicant are

washed, steam-dried, and dyed in France before importation into India. Thcsc steps impart
significant value and transformation, rendering the feathers suitable for decorative and other
purposcs

19. Upon importation into India, the Applicant undertakes intricate job-work activities,
including embroidery on thc ornamental feathers and creation of embellishments. I'hc
processes undertakcn by the Applicant are intended to tailor the feathers according to the

spccinc design requirements of luxury brands. The embellished feathers are re-exported to
France and are incorporatcd into fashion accessories such as brooches and rcddy-to wear items
for g16bal luxury -markets.

20. The inlportcd bird fcathcrs have already been dyed and subjcctcd to significant
processing before importation into India, beyond basic tredtmcnt measures. At the time of

importation, dyed bird feathers may be used in decorative applicatiohs such as jewellery, props,

and accessories. The Applicant’s activities in India only-enhance the use of dyed bird feathers

to tailor specific rcquircmcnts and do not changc thc fact that the feathers are already processed

items that can be used as raw materials in the fashion industry.

21. The job-work activities undertaken by the Applicant on feathers in India is liMited to
value addition in thc form of embroidery and embellishments aimed at fulfilling specific design
requirements of luxury brands. This does not alter the fact that the feathers, at the time of
import, are already processed and suitable for use as raw materials.

22. In light of the above, it is submitted Lhat thc imported feathers meet the essential

characteristics of products classinable under heading 6701 that covers ”feathers and down,

prepared and articles made of feathers or of down,’' rather than heading 0505, which is limitcd
to unworkcd feathers or feathers that are merely cleaned, disinfected, or preserved. The feathers
imported by the Applicant are not in their natural or raw state but have undergone substantial

preparation and processing to become ornamental items intended for use by the fashion
industry. A photograph of the as Appendix 1.

q = +L He

Appendix- 1
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Appendix-1

DescriptionS.No Picture Des„ipd I S'No' picture
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Additional Points Supporting Classification tlndcr IIcading 6701

23. The Applicant submits that the dyeing process carried out on the feathers outside India.

combined with washing and steam-drying, fundamentally alters the character of the feathers,
transforming them from raw materials suitable for stuffing (as contemplated under 1leading

0505) to processed ornamental items intended for use in the fashion industry. ’1~his

transformation aligns with the 1-TSN Explanatory Notes to lleading 6701, which explicitly
include feathers that have undergone proccsscs such as dyeing, bleaching. curling. or waving,

thereby distinguishing them from the unworkcd or minimally processed I'cathcrs covered under

llcading 0505 .

24. The Applicant further submits that the classification under tariff item 6701 00 90 is
supported by the principle of specificity under Rule 3(a) of the GRt. Heading 6701 provides a

more speci-Hc description for feathers that have undergone advanced processing, such as

dyeing, compared to the more general description under heading 0505. which is limited to
feathers used for stuffing or down with minimal proccssing. Pursuant to Rule 3(a). the heading

with the most spccinc dcscription needs to be preferred, rcinforcing thc classification of dyed

bird feathers under heading 6701.

25. It is reiterated that the bird feathers imported by the Applicant are washed. steam-dried.

and dyed in l:rancc before importation. making them suitablc for dccorativc or acsthctic usc.

I'hc processing undertaken on the feathers before importation distinguishes them l’rom raw or
minimally processed feathers and supports their classification under tariff item 6701 00 90

26. It is important to note that the llSN llxplanatory Notes explicitly exclude feathers that

have been dyed or similarly processed from heading 0505, and classify them under heading
6701. The persuasive authority of the ltSN Explanatory Notes – repeatedly affirmed by the

Supreme Court and 'i'ribunals -– reinforces the role of the HSN Explanatory Notes as a rcliablc
and internationally recognised guide for tariff classification in India. Rclying on IISN
lixplanatory Notes ensures consistency with global standards and justi ncs the classi ncation ol

importcc+, fcathcrs under heading 6701.

27. The Applicant asserts that the use of the inlportcd feathers in high-value fashion

accessories, such as brooches and ready-to-wear items for luxury brands, furthcr supports their

classification undcr IIcading 6701. '1-he llSN I':xplanatory Notes to 1 [cading 6701 include
feathers intcndcd for millincry mounts, clusters, or trimmings for apparcl, which aligns ,with

the Applicant’s use of the feathers in the fashion industry, as opposed to the utilitarian purpose

of stuffing associated with I-leading 0505 .

Port of Import and reply from jurisdictional Commissioner, Chennai.

28. The applicant in their C AAR-1 indicated that they intend to import the subjcct goods

from the jurisdiction of Office of the Principal Commissioner. Chennai Air Cargo

(:ommissioncratc, Mccnambal<kam, Chennai , 'I-he application waR. forwarded. lathe (-)i'ficc o f
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the Principal Commissioner, Chennai Air Cargo Commissioncratc, Mccnambakkam, Chennai

for their comments on 30.10.2025 and 28.11.2025, however, no reply has been received in this
regard.

Details of Personal Hearing: -

29. Mr. A jinkya Gunj ian Misshra, Advocate appeared online for I)crsonal llcaring in this matter

on 02.12.2025. llc reiterated the contention nlcd with thc application that thc subject import

goods are dyed feathers (washed and steam dricd) to further make embellishments for luxury

brands. I-le submitted that they are operating a 100% EOU unit and they providc JOB work to

foreign clients in different birds feathers processing. llc further, contended that thcrc arc two

C’I’ll for birds feathers 0505, which is for cleared and preserved feathers. but C'1'1 1 6701 covcl

prcparcd fcathcr having being dyed as pcr 1 ISN l:xplanation Note to C’1'11 6701 (A).

llc further submitted that the dying activity is done in France, where raw feathers are

collected from different part of the world. But due to the system crror is "National single
window system” portal the subject import goods i.e. Dyed Feather” is rcclassi ned under C'1-11

0505. llc relied on GRI-I, Rule 3(a) of GRI l-ISN lixplanation Note to the Chapter I leading

6701 in support of his claim that the subject goods merit classification under 6701 as dyed
fcathcr.

30 Discussion and Findings: -

30.1 1 have taken into consideration all the materials placed before me in respect oi' thc

subject goods including all the submissions and citations made by the applicant during the

personal hearing on 02.12.2025. Accordingly, I proceed to pronounce a ruling on thc basis ol
information availablc on record as well as existing lcgal framcwork having bcaring on the

ciassiHcation of the goods in qucstion under the first schedule of the Customs 'l'ari t’I- Act. 1 975 .

specifically Chapter 05 and 67, its corresponding Chapter notes, supplementary notes relevant
llSN explanatory notes and General Rules of Interpretation (GliI).

30.2 The question seeks ruling on classification of the Dyed Ornamental 13ird l"cathcrs to
be imported. At the outset, we Hnd that the issue raised in the question is squarely covcrcd
under Section 2811(2)(aI of the Customs Act. 1962 being a matter .rclatcd to classillcation ol
goods under thc provisions of this Act.

30.3 '1'he Applicant is a 100% I':xport Oriented Unit (liOLJ) engaged in the design and

execution of embroidery and cmbcllishmcnt work on fashion accessories I'or luxury brands. As
part of their operations, they propose to import dyed ornamental bird feathers. proccsscd in

France by washing, steam-drying and dyeing. These feathers are declared by the foreign

supplier under I.ISN 6701.00 at the time of export from France. The Applicant intends to

classify and import them under C'1'11 6701 oo 90. When attempting to obtain a Sanitary Import
Permit (SIP) on the National Single Window Systcm (NSWS) portal. the systcn1 automatically

rcclassil-icd the product under C'1'11 0505, which led to SIP conditions applicablc Io leathers

not further worked thah cleaned, disinfected or prcscrvcd, including the requirement (>1' a

Sanitary Certificate regarding absence of Highly Pathogenic Avian Inllucnza.

T@T:. ' :L .:.L“.{.a
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The Applicant further submits tha1, feathers imported by them have undergone
processing beyond simple cleaning. specifically washing, steam-drying and dyeing, and

therefore are excluded frorn llcading 0505 and merit classification un(Jcr Heading 6701. The

Applicant states that the feathers are processed abroad, imported in fully dyed R)nn, and furlhcr
used in embroidery and cmbellishment work for luxury fashion accessories, consistent with
goods described under 1-leading 6701.

30 . 4 I'hc applicant has sought ruling on the following question:. -

Whether ornamental bird feathers that are washed, steam'-dried, and dyed are classifiahl.e
under customs tal'iff- entry 0505 lO 90 or 6701 QQ 90 under the First Schedule to lhe
(:;rlstoms Tariff- Act . 19’7 'i.

30.S Applicability of llcading 0505 states:

"l''cathcrs . not further worked than cleaned, 'disinfected or treated for prescrvaLior,.

111c I ISN ]ixplanatory Notcs ol' heading 0505 provide that they are cithcr ur,worked Ol

merely cleaned, disinfected or treated for prcscrvati6n, but not otherwise worked or mounted.

30.6 Analysis under IIcading 6701 states: -

Ifca’,hers, parts oi- feAthers. . . which havc undergone a process other than simple cleaning,

disini’ccting or prcscr\-ing

J'hc ltSN l’.xplanatory Notes specify that Skins and other parts of birds with their

feathers or down. feathers and down, and parts of feathers, which though not yet constituting
made up articles, have undcrg'onc a process other than a simple treatment of cleaning,

disinfcction or prcservation (scc Explanatory Note to bcading 05.05) the goods of this heading
may, for example, bc bleached, dyed, curlcd or waved.

30.7 1 further observe that the process of dyeing is specifically mcntioncd in the USN as a

process taking goods out of llcading 0505 and placing them under Ilcading 6701. Additionally,
washed and dyed feathers are ornanrental, not stuffing material. Their intended use

embcllishmcnl in Fashion acccssorics aligns with goods classified in 6701.

30.8 1 Hnd that undcr GRt 1, classification must be determined according to the terms of the

hcadilrl'.s. relevant Section/Chapter Notes. and ITSN lixplanatory Notes (persuasive). S incc thc

g'.)nds arc washed, steam-dried. and dyed, they exceed the permissible proccsscs under 1-leading

05 05, -i-he terms of llcading 6701. fully cover such goods. Therefore, application of GP,1 1 alone
is sui'ncicnl to classify thc goods under heading 6701 .

l;urthcr. under C;RI 3 (ay. the Applicant argues that Ileading 6701 is morc specific undcr

:di9 : nr •: +1$ } = A • I Fi o n e! ! ! •: : w R = = H 11 : + ; = : rH• \ T r +
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( IRI 3(a). llowcvcr, I find that there is no compctition between headings 05 05 and 670 1 . once

the goods are dyed. It will not fall under I leading 0505, hence the application of GRI 3 is not
warranted necessarily .

30.9 The Dyed Birds Feathers, as presented, are washed, steam-dried, dyed, and intcndcd
for use as ornamental -materials in embroidery for luxury brands. Thc-sc processes 'constitutc

“working” in terms of IISN Notes. Thus, the feathers lose the character of raw stuffing feathers

and become prepared ornamental feathers. suitable for heading 6701.

31. . In view of the aforesaid discussion and under Section 28-1 of the Customs Act, 1962. it

is hereby ruled that Ornamental .bird feathers that have been washed, stcam-dried and dyed

prior to importation are classifiablc under Heading 6701, more specifically under tariff item
6701 00 90 of the First Schedule to the Customs 'l'ariff Act, 1975. Goods so processed cannot

be classified under Ilcading 0505, as they havc undergone working beyond cleaning.
disinfection, or prcscrvation.

Ilowcvcr, 1 have not delve(i into the question of import policy nor is the subject matter

in the application. The jurisdictional Authority may follow the policy condition, pertaining to
the sanitary measure; if any, as per the provision.

I rule accordingly

$Jg,M
(Prabhat K. Ramcshwaram)

Customs Authority for Advance Rulings
Mumbai .
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F. No. CAAR/CUS/APPI,/188/2025-O/o Cornmr-C AAR-Murnbai I)atec!: IS -12.-2025

I'his copy is- ccrtincd to be a true copy of the ruling and is sent to:

1. M/s Vastrak_ala Exports Pvt. 1.Id. .
Survey no. 327/2A ] . Mettukandigani Gudapakkam Village, Poonarnallee ’Faluk,
I'hiruvallur T)istrict. Chennai – 600124. Tamil Nadu
ltmaii : if.beguefa).vastrakala. in

Ram kumar. rathinamra.vastrakal a.in

l

3

I-hc Principal (:omnrissioncr of Customs, Air Cargo, Commissioncratc,
Mccnambakkam, Chennai- 600027.v.

I'hc C-usto'.TIS Authority for Advance RuIIngs
i?,oonr No. 34. New Customs I louse

Near I( II Airport, New I)clhi- 110037.

llnraij: cus-advrulings.delk4gov. in

4 1-he Principal Chief Commissioner of Customs,
Mumbai (-ustoms Zone-I,
13alidrd lisLa ic, Mumbai -40000 1 . l£mail: ccu-cusmum I (klnic.in

S 1-hc Commissioner (I.egal), CBIC Offices,

1.cgal/CX.8 A, Cell, 5th noor, Hudco Vishala Building,
C-Wing, 13hikaji Gama Place, R. K. Put,rm,
Nc\v Delhi – 110066. Email: commr.legaI-cbecrZi).nic.in

6.

7

8

1-hc Member (Customs), Central Boards of Indirect ’1-axes & Customs.
North !31ock. Nc vv 1)clhi- 110001. Email: membercus.cbicfa>nov.in

1-he Webmaster_ Central Boards of Indirect ’1-axes & Customs

!imail: webmaster.cbec@icegate. gov.in

Guard nIc

(Vivek Dwivedi)
Dy. Commissioner & Secretary

qrcustoms Authority for Advance Rulings,
O Mumbai
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