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Cover Letter to be presented to Hon’ble Bench

To,
The Hon’ble Justices of the Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi - 110001

Date: 24.03.2020
Subject: Forcible Removal and Destruction of Shaheen Bagh Protest Site on 24.03.2020 and Prayer for Citizen’s Rights
Respected Hon’ble Judges,

We write to bring to your attention the forcible and vindictive removal of the protest site at Shaheen Bagh on the morning of
24.03.2020, and the subsequent detention of our peaceful, innocent protesters and volunteers.

It is respectfully submitted that on Saturday Night ( 21.03.2020) in deference to the Hon'ble Supreme Court, as also the emerging
situation with respect to Covid-19, all protesters had decided to vacate the protest site, except for two to three women who would be
present there to symbolise the protest, but maintain the mandated precautions. ( Picture Annexed). The mics had been disbanded
and there were no speeches being made. The library established by volunteers during the protests had been closed. The school and
art club set up by volunteers for the children of Shaheen Bagh had also been closed.

We had prepared our statement conveying a status update, together with our prayers that we had hoped to submit before the
Hon'ble Court, through the interlocutors. The protestors who had now retreated to their homes were in the process of collecting
signatures on the same.

Thus on 22.03.2020, the curfew was respected in spirit. On that morning, the protestors again reiterated their commitment to
adhering to the restrictions enforced in the interest of public health and safety, while symbolically maintaining their right to dissent.
The Shaheen Bagh gathering has been committed to adhering to the restrictions enforced in the interest of public health and safety,
while maintaining its right to dissent. As such, we have endeavoured to be in compliance of the State directives issued, especially
those pertaining to the call for a “Janta ka Curfew” on 22.03.2020. By Sunday, 22.03.2020, the Shaheen Bagh gathering had been
thoroughly sanitised and cleared of anything and anyone more than the symbolic protest of 3-5 women protesters seated at
sufficient distance from each other. In spite of a strict curfew called by our PM, there was a vicious petrol bomb attack on our
physical site on 22.03.2020 by unidentified miscreants; however, in spite of these threats, the small, sanitised protester group sat
bravely through the day. (Ref: Point 2 of preliminary submissions) The day passed without any further incident.

Subsequently, on the evening of 22.03.2020, the public curfew was extended and Delhi was placed under complete lockdown as of
6AM starting 23.03.2020. On 23.03.2020 too, the protest continued only symbolically with less than five women. Thereafter,
however, on the intervening night of 23-24 March, 2020, the Police arrived at Shaheen Bagh protest site and indicated their intent to
remove the protest. Understandably, this caused a panic and frenzy among some of the locals and the erstwhile protesters, who
rushed and collected at the protest site. Eventually, within just a few hours, this situation was resolved and the protest site was
re-sanitised and brought within minimal, symbolic numbers of human presence.

Then, in the early hours of the morning of 24.03.2020, huge formations of Police forces arrived at Shaheen Bagh and forcibly
evicted and detained the few remaining women protesters and some male volunteers. They also brought cranes and destroyed the
main stage and main tent area. Rendering the protesters and their well wishers even more helpless and fearful, the Police ruthlessly
destroyed and dismantled our art exhibits on the other side of the road, some of which had come to be very important symbols of
hope and resilience for our 100-day resistance.

While we understand the need for stricter imposition of curfew and enforcement of pertinent restrictions, the ruthless
dismantling and thoughtless destruction of the markers of our physical protest, especially the very structures whose
placement is in question in a matter that is sub judice in the SC, reeks of strong vendetta and ill feelings towards our
innocent protesters, locals and sympathisers.

It further heightens distrust and the perception of being uncared for by the state institutions.

Further the disproportionate action in the time of Corona was unnecessary. The huge Police force and civilian who accumulated to
dismantle the tent and remove the remaining protestors added to the crowd.

We would like to reiterate here, on record, that 23.03.2020 was designated as the next date of hearing regarding the road closure
around Shaheen Bagh and a fair discussion around reaching some mutually convenient solution was to be expected. It is extremely
disheartening and faith-rattling to see the unrestrained, almost vindictive force that has been used against our site and the legacy we
struggled to create, in spite of these very matters being under the review and scrutiny of the Hon’ble Supreme Court. In fact, the
Police also brought along young civilian men in large numbers to our site (some on tractors) to assist with this forced dismantling.
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This is deeply unsettling and we demand a fair probe into the involvement of all the unidentified, non-designated and non-Police
personnel present with the Police forces at Shaheen Bagh between the hours of 6-10AM on 24.03.2020.

We would also like to ask the Court whether it will grant us any protection during the proceeding of this case, seeing as how the
Delhi Police has no regard for this matter being sub judice in the top court of our nation?

We continue to repose our faith in the wisdom and fairness of our judicial system, and pray that you may kindly grant us necessary
relief. We also take this opportunity to present our Charter of Citizen’s Rights and Prayers before this Hon’ble bench. We look
forward to our day in court.

We humbly pray that the Court may excuse the delay in presenting this charter. We hope the Justices will sympathise with the
logistical and emotional challenges overcome in receiving all signatures from the concerned women protesters, who sit in different
cycles through the day and night.

Kind regards,

The People of Shaheen Bagh
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Charter of Citizens' Rights and our Prayers before the Hon’ble Supreme Court

Dated: 21st March 2020

We would like to begin by saying that we are grateful to the Hon'ble Supreme Court for having recognised our
satyagraha as being genuine and legitimate, despite the constant attacks on our motives. It was for the first time that
any institution had taken cognizance of our long sit-in and appointed interlocutors to understand our problems.

§H AT STUTH ~AMTo & 9 §6d W el § T A Ao o §HR Hed1aIg Sl Feal FAST 3R §AR tRa W
ST & ST T A T ITeld oTal 37T, STach AR GT T s IR g d<g I ATHITSS dTehdl o gHel [haT| VAT Tgell IR
F3T & T AT ITATH wIATelT S STECTYAT o ATHS T SIS TordT 3R 3meofiar araierRT &l §ARY a1 FHST &
forT 3rcdisee T &8 AR STeae ~aTaTerd & ufer e €

We are indebted and it is an expression of our gratitude that we have decided to respond to the Hon’ble Supreme
Court, the Government of Delhi and the threat that Covid-19 poses to us as a nation. We are rightful citizens of this
nation and therefore, as we struggle for our rights, we also accept responsibilities of the kind that this challenge
presents.

§H s & 3R 3T TR SHFT A o [T AATAY STedd ~ARTed, Al ool TR Y HRIAT a2 S
FIATEY HHT TT 37 ST ST et §1

We wish to bring to the notice of the Supreme Court, through the interlocutors, that in deference to the above, all
protesters have got up from the protest site except for two to three women who are present there as a symbol of our
protest. The mics have been disbanded and there are no speeches being made. The library established by
volunteers during the protests has been closed. The school and art club set up by volunteers for the children of
Shaheen Bagh has also been closed.

& AT G HIE & HATA 3 g ST olIeAl Tt & T g1 §e ell 1 €1eT W gU, el wediarenrdy, ar it 3Rl

ST S TR G TS & el & &9 7 487§, yedieT T & 36 AT & (H1SH e T 7w E, 3R HS Hrwor 1 2w
ST & 81 TeeTel 3 aRTeT alelaifeart SaRT TA1e T a0 GEdehTer i e Y feaT 3T &1 alelel et SarT QAMENeT &Tel &

Sl & forT ofamTe 97C Fapet R Fell FE (3M1E Fora) o dg < fGw arw &)

We also wish to apprise the Hon'ble Court through the respected interlocutors of the challenges that exist in our lived
realities and pray for a fulfilment of our stand and requests:

§H HIAAT STUAH wARATeIT & HAT A eI ATcTehRT & SR §ARY USTHERT Y Seiet gehiehall # 37 arel Yetforat
A 3799 e o forw 3 gardy Aval iy qfcd & ferel & arer ganfer wea & 6.

1. On the cold, dark night of December 15, 2019, the women of Shaheen Bagh came on to the streets, halting
their day-to-day lives in order to register their protest against the grave brutalities inflicted upon innocent
students of Jamia Millia Islamia by the Delhi Police. Soon, this organic and spontaneous protest grew in
strength and purpose to include and embody the larger intent of the Anti-CAA-NPR-NRC movement that
later swept across India.

15 fee, 2019 & &2, 378 I A, el Iford @Ry SITAIT AT SEATAAT o (el BrEl w a7swhrs a1$
m#@wmﬁﬂwaﬁwﬁ%ﬁww@amﬁﬂmmwwmwa—dﬁ Ig Sifas 3R
Tt AT AP TEY "HUT-TAdHR-TAIREN TeeleT & 92 9 F Tad: &1 3R g1 I ST a1 7 W AR
A ge § Ge, T 1 el T IR

2. Innearly 100 days of this resistance, the resolve and courage of the women of Shaheen Bagh has been
tested time and again by multi pronged threats and attacks from several quarters, including a vicious petrol
bomb attack on our site right up till the morning of March 22, 2020 (coincidentally also the day of the ‘Janta
Curfew’ called by the PM). However, in spite of this continued spate of violence, slander, and
dehumanisation, we stood undeterred, paving the way for multiple ‘Shaheen Baghs’ across the nation.
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T TR & oI9TeTdT 100 =T 3, QMETT STeT AT ATZA3iT & Tohod 3R ATRH T THI-THY IR G670 fohar arar
%mﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmmwéﬁ%mmwﬁ TS ga Ml TeleTT | 3TTeTeleT hY ST9Tg O 37T
&Y AT &7 & ol Geag-gae 22 AT, 2020 (G & Waﬂ‘mwwwa:ﬂ‘r ' eT) & aeFd Ueh
QTR UeTeT 9 goTer off enfaver &1 R, ST, mmﬁwwﬁaﬁmmmwmaﬂm
H FS R ATEIT I wm‘rmn-—crmgtr IGIEEICE R K RCERT

3.  We have also stood in solidarity with the victims of communal violence in North-East Delhi. It is unfortunate
that a hate campaign targeted towards us was exploited by vested interests in instigating the violence
against the poorest and most-marginalised amongst us. We continue to use our platform to raise concerns
for those that have borne the brunt of a brutal assault resulting from a vicious vilification campaign.

g ST feelt 7 g5 aevarae fgar & difsal & @y sfras & uggaﬁmnﬁ%ﬁ:mwwﬁm%t
mwwmammmmma:@wﬁwsng% foRaT aT3T| g 319 FH T
3UINET 3 1T, mﬁmﬁ@wwaﬁﬁ?wwmméwerwwmaﬁmﬁ
ST B, & Heg 301 & folw et W

4. Today, however, a grave threat of Covid-19 looms over all of humanity, as we know it. As an ever growing
Covid-19 pandemic grips our country, the protestors are already complying with all the medical and health
directives issued by the medical professionals and the government to prevent the spread of the COVID - 19
virus. It has also been decided that the protesters will comply with the health and medical directions of the
government; and would do everything possible to get over the threat of the dangerous virus. We will fully
cooperate with the agencies to tackle the pandemic. We understand the sense of fear and grief our fellow
citizens may be coping with at present and we resolve to do everything to not exacerbate the spread of the
epidemic.

O 37TST, ST foh 8 STl &, ST 9 Ueh 37 W[ HT 6T 1 379 STieh o=l Tehfeldl SGcdl COVID-¢%
FRTATY &1 TS & &, I 0T Torm arm & & veeeeny dhg aaT To SXaR & TaTEY f&Ient &1 aTeie e
& 39 977 31X ST 7 G JeTor § e gAR At AR 56 FHY I[N @ & 3N 6 36 FEHAR &l dgat
AT & TIT & TFEHT TATT T T ATeT S &1

6. We stand in solidarity with our fellow citizens who cherish the same values. We also express all solidarity
with public health workers: healthcare professionals, sanitation staff, unorganised labour, and other frontline
responders.

§H 319eT ATl AR, S So] AGHTdl 7 A 6, éswuweﬁaw—{@?% | & STeT TATELY HAHATI-
muﬂm&%gw% I, TS FIGY a9t 3R 312 THUCATES 3eRETAT, & @y o el gt
UeholedT e I

We also wish to apprise the Hon'ble Court through the respected interlocutors of the other challenges that exist in our
lived realities and pray for a fulfilment of our requests:

(This statement and its pursuant charter of prayers and demands in no way agrees to any of the statements,
allegations, submissions, or arguments made by the Petitioner(s) and filed in the SC).
We maintain that the arguments presented by opposing forces are incorrect and hence denied.

e First and foremost, we seek protection from the Hon'ble Court We pray that this Hon'ble Court directs the
concerned authorities to ensure our protection. We feel that our homes and livelihoods may be vulnerable to
attacks and we pray for adequate patrols and additional posts. The vulnerable protest site requires to be
physically cordoned off and secured by the police personnels.
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BHRY HAAT Feeci# ~I1FTerd & Ig reiedl & $F 92T Tl 3 HRI a1 715 315 & Al T §H GHH HIE
I [FIRTAT #H TI&IT 9&T7 I T, Wﬁmﬁmwﬁwmﬁﬁﬁwv@wquﬁw%m#
Y U IS & TG T HIAAG FeedH AT ) RIRIAY 7 &), S G e &

We pray that cases/ personal bonds imposed upon peaceful protestors in Shaheen Bagh or similar peaceful
protest sites across India be withdrawn and no future cases be imposed on them.

G Tg TTAT FXct § S ATgIA G197 A AfecTqdes et T 43 cllen 9 3R R AR # fSidat it et qrar aa § o
eRa GT 3S 71 OT I T THY ARG 3 T 7 FeTeTHT AT T ST IR I Y €7 o §S e o7 e oy
Y I efed! FIAdle o &1,

We pray that all cases filed against students of Jamia Millia Islamia in the wake of the anti-CAA protests be
revoked. We also pray for a court-monitored inquiry into the incident, where our children were directly
affected and which was the immediate trigger for the protest.

§H g GreAT FXcA § HI CAA/NRC/NPR & faRier # 3 St it & fagarfear & f@er st it &4 aof fa
7T & 355 19 o folT STV, 7 et 4a & &7 09 ﬁwaﬁgvmﬁmaﬁimwmﬁmﬂm?ﬁw
3TITH ST I fAIRIAT & 8l

We pray that this Hon'ble Court takes cognisance of the hate speeches and other incendiary material on
social and electronic media directed at protestors. A popular sentiment has been created, where dissent is
considered an anti national act. We resent this attack on our fundamental right to voice our disagreement in
a peaceful manner.

§H fATclt 7 & b HIAAT FTaAH FATATr HIRIET 3R SolFcilaeh HfSAT G Jeolaa1Ral 3 faeqer ¥dATer
glst arell 8¢ EHI=T (5T a1%) 3R 3cote A2l &1 HAlad of | Ueh UHT SIeh 9T HeAHTE FoT4T 577 I6T &, ST6T

mewﬁmwmm?/mmemmmwm%mﬁmmw
§HoT O AT eFFT X &1

We pray for an enquiry into the relentless attack on protestors on social media, which also contributed to the
conflagration in North East Delhi.

§H AN G¥ FRIT HISAT G 81 T6 FIAR gHeNl, folegled 37 Yall facell & 3fasTanis # ot Fararat far,
FI ST @t & HRET FX &

We believe most of our protesters would be agreeable to identifying and transitioning to a safe, protected
site within Shaheen Bagh that includes sufficient space for the monuments, if such a site was given to us by
this Hon'ble Court, after having considered our other prayers.

EHRT HIAAT & & 3 FAGIaN 9e9a7a R} U devfodes U1 G Silet &1 o & e Ueah UFT TUTT Al 3TIdH
;ag;wgggfamm?/ EHRT IR & 3 I dhlcyen TleT Jeofaa # a1 TR 3 folv it gied gl il
2 1T

Even as Shaheen Bagh has become prominent as a site of protest, we are despaired to see that life in a
ghetto, in poorer colonies or slums, is still not understood (even though it is the lived experience of the
majority of this country). How 'social distancing' is a position of privilege is still not part of any mainstream
discourse. We request the government to launch programs aimed at communities where social distancing
isn’t a practical measure. We eagerly await solutions aimed at broadening the scope of testing, providing
better access to safety equipment and awareness initiatives. The PM must assure us that we will be treated
with complete fairness and equality, and establish his commitment towards protecting Indian Muslims in the
wake of a pandemic that will likely affect the marginalised the most. We urge the Delhi government to make
better arrangements for all those who are most vulnerable in the face of these dark times.

Lakhs of people and children have no access to basic civic amenities like water supply, sanitation services,
open parks & playgrounds. We request the court to direct the government to take determined initiative for
improving the living standards of people and children living in Okhla.

&H ST & o 37TeT &2 31X f3eer & AT 91T & a1 o 37911 S19T8 9T § W 8T U SiidsT ehdid o & Sl hr
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ﬂam@rﬁmﬁﬁﬁéqﬁmﬁm%uwmwmwmwmmmmﬁm%|
HETHANY hefel & 3G 7 Y TgT o 911 o I 3791 JTIHT SdTed HT HIs 3UTT 781 g TR GART SIRT fohd T
A&er gAR S et & T 3ol A8 § | AR GeaR ¥ A3 & 1 S, 3ushiult i 3udiey 3R A
el & YehoT aY 3 dga’ alih ¥ | JUTe Jaeh off & foidest & & af q2r & HATHTA I 50 ARhol T &
AT & & AY EAR TTY , TAR e T ST Y HTAIT IR T2 § , AETHANY FT T Fa 33167 IR 3]
ﬁmmﬁmﬁmwaﬁawmmmmsﬁéuﬁwﬁmmﬁ?mm
3R o2 397 & ae & T SeR seH ¢

TGl ol Sell T TS giAarel AeTRes GIaUn3it & 1T & T SiideT shclid I W 8, gl Uisy T TP TaT,
TaTodT, @ﬁﬂaamwsﬁaﬁr%ﬁwﬁmm%a:wafrﬁﬁnﬁéaraﬁrﬁmwa:
aﬁnﬁassﬁa?rwﬁwm

The Shaheen Bagh gathering has been committed to adhering to the restrictions enforced in the interest of public
health and safety, while maintaining its right to dissent. As such, we have endeavoured to be in compliance of the
State directives issued, especially those pertaining to the call for a “Janta ka Curfew” on 22.03.2020. By Sunday,
22.03.2020, the Shaheen Bagh gathering had been thoroughly sanitised and cleared of anything and anyone more
than the symbolic protest of 3-5 women protesters seated at sufficient distance from each other. In spite of a strict
curfew called by our PM, there was a vicious petrol bomb attack on our physical site on 22.03.2020 by unidentified
miscreants; however, in spite of these threats, the small, sanitised protester group sat bravely through the day. (Ref:
Point 2 of preliminary submissions) The day passed without any further incident.

Subsequently, on the evening of 22.03.2020, the public curfew was extended and Delhi was placed under complete
lockdown as of 6AM starting 23.03.2020. On 23.03.2020 too, the protest continued only symbolically with less than
five women. Thereafter, however, on the intervening night of 23-24 March, 2020, the Police forces arrived at Shaheen
Bagh protest site in large numbers and indicated their intent to remove the protest. Understandably, this caused a
panic and frenzy among some of the locals and the erstwhile protesters, who rushed and collected at the protest site.
Eventually, within just a few hours, this situation was resolved and the protest site was re-sanitised and brought within
minimal, symbolic numbers of human presence.

Then, in the early hours of the morning of 24.03.2020, huge formations of Police forces arrived at Shaheen Bagh and
forcibly evicted and detained the few remaining women protesters and some male volunteers. They also brought
cranes and destroyed the main stage and main tent area. Rendering the protesters and their well wishers even more
helpless and fearful, the Police ruthlessly destroyed and dismantled our art exhibits on the other side of the road,
some of which had come to be very important symbols of hope and resilience for our 100-day resistance.

While we understand the need for stricter imposition of curfew and enforcement of pertinent restrictions, the
ruthless dismantling and thoughtless destruction of the markers of our physical protest, especially the very
structures whose placement is in question in a matter that is sub judice in the SC, reeks of strong vendetta
and ill feelings towards our innocent protesters, locals and sympathisers.

We would like to reiterate here, on record, that 23.03.2020 was designated as the next date of hearing regarding the
road closure around Shaheen Bagh and a fair discussion around reaching some mutually convenient solution was to
be expected. It is extremely disheartening and faith-rattling to see the unrestrained, almost vindictive force that has
been used against our site and the legacy we struggled to create, in spite of these very matters being under the
review and scrutiny of the Hon’ble Supreme Court. In fact, the Police also brought along young civilian men in large
numbers to our site (some on tractors) to assist with this forced dismantling. This is deeply unsettling and we demand
a fair probe into the involvement of all the unidentified, non-designated and non-Police personnel present with the
Police forces at Shaheen Bagh between the hours of 6-10AM on 24.03.2020.

We would also like to ask the Court whether it will grant us any protection during the proceeding of this case, seeing
as how the Delhi Police has no regard for this matter being sub judice in the top court of our nation?

We have come a long distance in our fight against injustice; We do realise that our efforts have birthed practical,
tangible sources of dissent in the system itself. When we began only four states had passed a resolution against CAA
- NRC - NPR, today the number is 12. We look forward to guidance from the hon’ble Supreme Court.

EHeT 379N S AT & T of51S H et gt 9 &1 §, &1 Ig 360 & foh g sl of 39 faeed 7 srwgaAfa &
IR 3R aredides Hcl T ST o1 81 ST e Y3 T Y T ¥ Tl o CAA-NRC-NPR & fa%ets gcra aied
T &, 379 12 TS §AR WY 3 A0 E
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