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Important Dates and time taken:
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Summary:  The  Commission  directs  the  Bar  Council  of  India  (BCI)  to
collect the copy of question papers with key for first three years from the
firm (Rainmakers) which conducted examination, and keep the same on
official website for the use of young lawyers.

Parties Present:

    The complainant is not present for video conference at Hyderabad.  The Public 

Authority is represented by Mr. Ashok Kumar Pandey. 

Information sought:

 2.   The complainant sought the copy of previous question papers prepared for the 

conduct of examination of All India Bar Examination from 1 to 6. He relied on the 

earlier CIC order in Mr. G.Dones George Vs. Ministry of Law and Justice 

(CIC/SS/A/2013/ 000471, dated 5th Nov 2013) wherein CIC ordered Bar Council of 

India to provide the copies of question papers. 

PIO response:
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 3.   The CPIO replied stating that the Bar Council has to take a policy decision on this 

and thus he could not furnish the information.  

Ground for First Appeal:

 4.   Incomplete information. 

First Appellate Authority Order:

 5.   No FAA order. 

Ground For Second Appeal :

6.    Not satisfied with the information. 

Proceedings Before the Commission:

7.     The complainant is not present for video conference at Hyderabad.  The PIO

of Public Authority made his submissions. According to him, the information was not

furnished initially because at that time the Bar Council was considering the policy

decision  as  to  disclosure  of  question  papers.  Now  Bar  Council  has  decided  to

provide  the  copies,  and  they  are  ready  to  furnish  the  same  to  the  appellant.

However the PIO said that they had copies of AIBE IV, V and VI only but not the

earlier ones i.e., AIBE I, II, III, as those papers were not handed over to them by

the Rainmakers firm who conducted examination.  

8.     The All India bar Examination [AIBE] was introduced in the year 2010 by the

Legal Education Committee of the Bar Council of India. The main object is to test

Advocate’s ability to practice the profession in India. Upon successful conclusion of

the AIBE, candidates are awarded a “Certificate of Practice. Qualifying the All India

Bar  Examination  became  a  mandatory  requirement  to  practice  law  for  newly

enrolled  Advocates  all  over  the  nation.  The  All  India  Bar  Examination

[AIBE] contains  100  multiple-choice-questions  [MCQs]  and  it  is  an  ‘open  book

exam’. 
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9.   The Commission browsed the official website of the Bar Council of India and

noticed that nowhere the copy of question paper of 2014 or earlier question papers

and keys were made available. 

10.   It  is  reported  that  around  27000  young  advocates  could  not  clear  this

qualifying examination. Every year law universities and law departments of other

universities will be rolling out thousands of young law graduates, who are expected

to take this mandatory examination. 

11.   The Commission observes that it was not proper on the part of Bar Council of

India for not providing the copies of AIBE I-III question papers on the excuse that

they were not handed over by Rainmaker. It is the bounden duty of the Bar Council

of India to make all the previous question papers available to the young lawyers. If

the firm which conducted tests has not handed over the copies of  examination

papers, the Bar Council of India should have initiated legal action to recover them. 

12.    The Commission requires the Public Authority to collect the copy of question

papers with key for first three years from the Rainmaker firm which conducted

examination, and keep the same on official website for the use of young lawyers.

The Commission also requires the Bar Council of India to provide question paper

along with the key on the official website immediately after completion of every

Examination,  which  will  avoid  exploitation  of  young  lawyers  by  the  commercial

elements through selling the question papers with key at exorbitant rates.  The

Commission directs the Bar Council of India to report the compliance within one

month of the orders above. The appeal is disposed of.  

(M.  Sridhar Acharyulu)
Information Commissioner 

Authenticated true copy

(Babu Lal)
Deputy Registrar

1. The PIO under the RTI Act, Bar Council of India
21, Rouse Avenue, Institutional Area, New Delhi-110002

2. Shri BN Reddy, 6-3-885/7/B, 2nd Floor, Somajiguda
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