IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
WRIT PETITION [CIVIL] NO. 956 OF 2020

IN THE MATTER OF
Firoz Igbal Khan ...Petitioner

Versus

Union of India & Anrs. ..Respondents

AFFIDAVIT DATED 18.11.2020

OF THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND

BROADCASTING

I, Girish Chandra Aron S/o Late Shri S. C. Aron, aged
56 years, having my office at Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, A- wing Shastri Bhavan, Dr Rajendra Prasad
Marg, New Delhi-100001 do hereby solemnly affirm and

state as under :-

1. That I am working as Director in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting and am well conversant with
the facts and circumstances of the case. I have been duly

authorized to swear the present affidavit.




2.  The respondent UOI is filing the present affidavit in
respectful compliance of this Hon'ble courts order dated 23-
09-2020, whereby this Hon'ble court was pleased to direct

as under:-

“3. Since a notice to show cause has been issued by
the Central Government to the fourth respondent today,
the hearing of the present proceedings is deferred to 5
October 2020. The notice shall be dealt with in
accordance with law and the Central Government shall
submit a report to this Court indicating the outcome of
the notice. Since the notice has been issued during the
pendency of these proceedings, further steps in
pursuance of the notice to show cause shall be subject
to the result of the present proceedings and to such
orders as may be passed by this Court.”

3. It is respectfully submitted that the proceedings
pertaining to the show cause dated 23.09.2020 issued by
the Ministry of Information and Broadcast to Respondent
No 4 i.e. Sudarshan TV has culminated into a final order
dated 04.11.2020. The deponent begs to place the said
order dated 04.11.2020 on the record of this Hon'ble Court
by way of the present affidavit in respectful compliance of

this Hon'ble court’s directions dated 23.09.2020, as quoted




above. A copy of the order dated 04.11.2020 is thus

annexed hereto and marked as Annexure - “R1”.

fered
w1 TEH TENRY
Min. of information & Broadcasting

Vel‘iﬁcation Govt. of India, New Delhl
I, the deponent above named, do hereby verify that
the contents of paras 1 to 3 of the affidavit are true to my

knowledge, no part of it is false and nothing material has

been concealed therefrom.

Verified at New Delhi on 18th day of November, 2020

DEPONENT

(. <. :"“81\))..
. C. AROHN
LA

o AERE
Min. of Information & Broadcasting

Govt. of India, New Delhi
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No. N-41012/16/2020- BC II
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

Government of India
A-Wing, Shastri Bhavan,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road,
New Delhi— 110 001

Date : 4™ November, 2020
ORDER

The matter relates to the alleged violation of Programme Code by Sudarshan TV Channel
Ltd. laid down under Rule 6 of the Cable Television Networks Rules, 1994, framed under the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 by the telecast of the programme titled
“Bindas Bol — UPSC Jihad” on its news channel ‘Sudarshan News’.

2. On 28™ August, 2020, on the basis of complaints received regarding the proposed telecast
of the programme “Bindas Bol — UPSC Jihad” scheduled to be telecast by Sudarshan News as a
series of episodes starting at 8:00 PM on 28™ August, 2020, the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting issued a notice to Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. to clarify its stand in the context of
the Programme Codes enshrined under the Cable Television Networks Rules, 1994. The
Company gave its written submission on 31% August, 2020 in which it was inter alia stated that
the proposed programme ‘Bindaas Bol’ is not violative of law and further that if at all the
programme is found to be violative, action as per law may be taken. Taking into account the
facts and circumstances of the case and written submissions made by Sudarshan TV Channel
Ltd., the Ministry vide its order of even number dated 9" September, 2020 directed the
Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd to ensure that the programme proposed to be telecast does not violate

the Programme Code and, further, if any violation is found, action as per law will be taken.

3 Sudarshan News telecast the said programme “Bindas Bol — UPSC Jihad’, with the first
episode on 11™ September, 2020 and thereafter the next three episodes on 12™, 13" and 14™
September, 2020. The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India on 15" of September, 2020 in the Writ
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Petition (C) 956/2020 in the case of Firoz Igbal Khan versus Union of India & Others restrained

the channel from telecasting the future episodes of the programme.

4. On 23™ September, 2020 a notice was issued to the Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. directing
it to give its written submission on or before 5:00 PM on 28" September, 2020 as to why Central
Government should not take action for alleged violation of the Programme Code for the episodes
telecast by it in the light of the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 20 of the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 and the binding conditions for grant of permission under the
Uplinking and Downlinking Guidelines of 2011 in respect of Private TV channels.

3 Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. gave its written submissions on 28% September, 2020,
consisting of 41 pages of reply and 13 annexures, together running into 935 pages. The main

contention of the channel are the following:-

(i) The rules framed under the CTN Act 1995 cannot be extended and made

applicable to a satellite news channel.
(i)  No case has been made out to invoke the provisions of Section 20(3) of the CTN

Act, 1995.
(iii)  The channel has not violated the Programme Code.

6. In accordance with the laid down procedure, the alleged violation of Programme Code by
Sudharshan TV Channel Ltd. was referred to the Inter Ministerial Committee (IMC), constituted
by the Ministry under section 20 of the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995, in
terms of its Order dated 24" April, 2005, as amended by the Order of 1 i September, 2011.

T The IMC, chaired by Additional Secretary, Ministry of I&B, in its meeting on 1.10.2020
considered the matter. The meeting was attended by representatives from various Ministries /
Departments — Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Ministry of Women & Child Development,
Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and
Department of Legal Affairs. Representatives from Sudarshan News — Shri Mukesh Kumar,
Resident Editor and Shri Vishnu Shankar Jain, Lawyer appeared before the IMC and gave their
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8. The IMC, after taking into consideration the content of the episodes telecast, the written
submissions and the oral hearing given to Sudharshan TV representative gave its findings and
recommendations. The Ministry took note of these, and the fact that the telecast of the future
episodes of the programme had been restrained by the Hon’ble Supreme Court vide its order of
15.9.2020 in WP(C) No. 956/2020 in the case of Feroz Igbal Khan versus Union of India and
Others. Taking into account these aspects, the Ministry considered it appropriate to give an
opportunity to the Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. to give its response in the matter before taking a
final decision on the recommendations of the IMC. Accordingly, vide letter of 5" October, 2020,
the Channel was directed to appear before the Secretary, Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting at 11:00 AM on 6™ October, 2020, which, on the request of the Channel, was

adjourned to 8" October, 2020. This procedure was followed as the further telecast was already

stayed by the Supreme Court.

9. In response to the said notice, Shri Mukesh Kumar, Resident Editor of Sudarshan News
and Shri Vishnu Shankar Jain, Advocate appeared on g October, 2020 before Secretary,
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on behalf of Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd.. During the
course of hearing, they submitted a written reply dated 8.10.2020 signed by Shri Suresh
Chavhanke, Chief Manager and Chief Editor of Sudarshan News in which they raised issues
relating to recommendations of the IMC and also reiterated that they had not violated the
provisions of the Programme Code while telecasting the programme “UPSC Jihad’. They also
contended that they were exercising the right to express their views and that the form of and
manner of expression cannot be reviewed by the Government. In the said letter, a request was
also made for giving more time for filing a detailed reply. Accordingly, one week’s time was

granted to the channel for the same and the matter was again listed for being heard at 10:30 AM
on 15.10.2020.

10.  On 15" October, 2020, Shri Vishnu Shankar Jain, Advocate appeared on behalf of
Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. and gave a written submission dated 15.10.2020. It was mentioned
that the reply earlier given on 8.10.2020 has been amended in the revised reply of 15.10.2020.
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11.  The submissions made in reply filed on 8.10.2020 and 15.10.2020 are summarized as

under: -

(i) The findings of IMC dated 5.10.2020 are égainst the record and erroneous and that the
IMC has not perused the detailed reply given to the Ministry.

(i1) That the channel has not violated any Programme Code in telecasting of four episodes,
under the caption “UPSC Jihad” in the “Bindas Bol” programme. In the minutes of the
IMC no specific violation of Programme Code has been pointed out and no reason has
been given for not using the words “UPSC Jihad’.

(iii) Investigation into the UPSC Jihad series has highlighted huge lapse of national security
which prima facie needs investigation by various agencies of the Government of India.

(iv) Issues raised in the programme expose an existential threat for the sacred values
enshrined in the Constitution.

(v) Zakat Foundation of India, which provides coaching to Muslim youths, has deep links
with numerous banned Islamic terrorist organizations and is, inter alia, getting funding
from such organisations.

(vi) The Show Cause Notices issued on 23" September, 2020 and 5" October, 2020 may be

recalled and no order be passed.

12.  The Ministry has examined the contentions of M/s Sudharshan TV Channel Ltd. in its
various written submissions of 28" September, 2020, 8" October, 2020 and 15" October, 2020,
and the oral submissions made during the hearing before Secretary, Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting on 8" October and 15" October, 2020, respectively. It has also gone through the
videos of the four (4) episodes telecast by the channel of the programme titled “UPSC Jihad” on
11" 12" 13" and 14™ September, 2020. The recommendations of the IMC have also been

examined.

13. During the course of hearing, it was submitted on behalf of M/s Sudharshan TV Channel

Ltd that Freedom of Speech and Expression under Article 19[1][a] is the most sacred
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fundamental right. Though every citizen is conferred with this right, the Constitutional courts
have very zealously guarded this right available in journalistic field. The TV Channel is a
medium through which journalistic expression gets manifested. It is an integral part of free and
fair media that the television as a medium is permitted to adopt its own way, mode and method

of expressing the views and ideas.

14,  The Ld. Counsel representing Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. contended that the Central
Government cannot examine the method of expression nor can it examine the contents of a
programme as the views expressed in the episodes may or may not be acceptable depending

upon the perception of the viewers.

15. It was contended by the Ld Counsel representing Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. that when a
particular view is subject matter of public debate, expression of such view cannot be prohibited
merely based upon the fact that few individuals have found it to be objectionable or

unacceptable.

16.  The Ld. Counsel representing Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. submitted that unless the
subject matter of the episode itself is such that it shall, per se, be detrimental to the security of
the nation or may affect the national security/integrity adversely, power of pre-telecast
prohibition should not be exercised. The subject matter of the instant episode(s) is also being

debated on social and other internet based media which falls outside the purview of the Cable

Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.

17.  The Ld. Counsel representing Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. submitted that there is no
possibility of any imminent danger to public order or public tranquility, if the said episodes are

allowed to be telecast. In the submission of the channel, at the most, some section of the society

may find the content to be not acceptable.

18.  The ld. Counsel representing Sudarshan TV submitted that Indian legal system does not

permit pre-censorship of television medium. Pre-censorship is statutorily available only in case
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of films. It was submitted by the Ld. Counsel that it is a settled position that freedom of speech
and expression cannot be curtailed merely by looking at a particular programme by one officer
exeicising statutory power. Whether a particular programme is a permissible mode of expression
or not, can be decided only when a full-fledged trial takes place at the behest of an affected party
who will have to establish that the broadcast exceeded the freedom of speech and expression
which resulted into any legal or factual injury to him. Unless telecast of any episode is per se
detrimental to the security of nation or has an inevitable effect on the sovereignty and integrity of
India, power of pre-telecast prohibition should not be used. In a country as diverse as India,
various people react to various forms of expression in a different manner. Merely because
tolerance level of few individual or class of individuals is very low, cannot be a ground to
prohibit exercise of freedom of speech and expression. There may be large number of episodes /
programmes / written material which may be found to be distasteful to some individuals or class
of individuals. However, as the tolerance level of such individuals or class of individuals is high,
they may not complain against the same. According to the Ld Counsel of Sudarshan TV Channel
Ltd., the freedom of speech and expression of Sudarshan TV cannot be dependent upon different
levels of tolerance of different sections of the society, more particularly when the programme,
per se, is not objectionable and even according to the complaints of some individuals some
stereotype or graphics are found to be objectionable by them. The Ld. Counsel submitted that no
case is made out for any action by the Central Government and it would be for the aggrieved
party, after the programme is telecast, to take suitable action before the competent legal forum

where a full-fledged trial shall have to take place.

19 The Ld Counsel submitted that that even if the case of few individuals is that the past
episodes have hurt their feelings and has violated the programme code and, therefore, the
complainant is not praying for any pre-censorship but a prohibition against telecast of further
episodes, such a prayer is unjustified on facts and untenable in law. The Ld. Counsel submitted
that what is considered objectionable by selected few, can be a subject matter of freedom of
expression of the petitioner, the use of skullcap or a particular colour may be stereotyping but
such stereotyping is universally accepted to be a freedom of speech and expression. Such

stereotypes are used throughout the world for depicting various communities as an artistic
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expression. It was contended by the Ld. Counsel that merely because few individuals found some
stereotype or graphics objectionable may not be sufficient to curtail the freedom of speech and
expression and freedom to telecast such expression before the telecast as it will amount to pre-
judging the impact it will have on the vast majority of viewers based upon something found

objectionable by few individuals.

20.  Over and above the aforesaid submissions, point raised by the Sudarshan channel in its
written reply of 28.09.2020 is that the Programme Code laid down under the Cable Television
Networks Rules, 1994 is not applicable to a TV news channel and, therefore, the reasonable
restrictions guaranteed under 19(1)(a) which have been laid down under Rule 6 of the Cable

Television Networks Rules, 1994 would not be applicable to the channel.

21.  In this regard, it is considered necessary to refer to the Uplinking Guidelines of 2011.
One of the conditions for grant of permission for uplinking of a private TV channel under the

said Guidelines is compliance to the Programme and Advertising Codes, which is extracted as

under:-

“5.  General Terms and Conditions

. (R

2.2 The Company shall comply with the Programme and Advertising Codes as laid
down in the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 and the Rules framed

”

thereunder... ... ....

22.  Similarly, the Policy Guidelines for Downlinking of television channels, inter alia,
provide that the company shall abide by the Programme and Advertising Code:-

“5.  Basic conditions/obligations
5.1  The Company permitted to downlink registered channels shall comply with the
Programme and Advertising Code prescribed under the Cable Television Networks

(Regulation) Act, 1995.”

23.  Every company permitted by the Government to operate a TV channel is given a

permission letter in which it is mentioned, inter alia, that the Company shall abide by the

>
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Programme and Advertising Code. Reference in this regard is invited to the renewal permission
for uplinking and downlinking of the news channel “Sudarshan News” of M/s Sudarshan TV
Channel Ltd. for a 10 year period vide letter of this Ministry dated 3.5.2019 (copy at Annexure
‘A’) wherein under para 2, it has been mentioned that the channel shall comply with the
Programme and Advertising Code prescribed under the Cable Television Networks (Regulation)
Act, 1995 and the Rules frame.d there under. Further, in its affidavit/undertaking filed on
13.5.2019 for renewal of the downlinking permission, Shri Suresh Chavahanke in his capacity as
Director of M/s Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. has stated as under:-

“WHEREAS as a condition precedent in the above approval/permission, I am required to
abide by the Programme & Advertising Codes prescribed under the Cable Television
Network (Regulation) Act, 1995 and the rules passed there-under:

WHEREAS I have read the above mentioned Programme & Advertising Codes.

WHEREAS I understand that the permission/approval so granted can be withdrawn, if I
fail to abide by the said Programme & Advertising Codes.”

24.  Copy of the affidavit/undertaking dt.13.5.2019 given by Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. is at
Annexure ‘B’. Similar affidavit given in respect of renewal of uplinking of TV channel

“Sudarshan News” is at Annexure ‘C’.

25.  In the light of the above, there appears to be no ambiguity over the proposition that every
private TV channel which has been granted permission by the Central Government under the
Uplinking and Downlinking Guidelines, 2011, is bound to abide by the Programme and
Advertising Codes laid down under the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.

Accordingly, the contention of the Sudarshan TV channel Ltd. is without any basis.

26.  The other contention made is that no case has been made out to invoke provisions of sub-
section (3) of section 20 of Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 on the grounds

recorded above and, accordingly, the show cause notice may be withdrawn in the interest of



justice, keeping in view of the fundamental right of the Press under Article 19(1)(a) of

Constitution of India.

27. At this stage it is important to examine the provisions of sub-section (3) of section 20 of
the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995, which is extracted as under:-

“20.  Power to prohibit operation of cable television network in public interest —

[(3)  Where the Central Government considers that any programme of any channel is
not in conformity with the prescribed programme code referred to in section 5 or the
prescribed advertisement code referred to in section 6, it may by order, regulate or
prohibit the transmission or re-transmission of such programme.”

28.  Plain reading of the above provision makes it amply clear that the Central Government
does have powers to “regulate” or “prohibit” the transmission/re-transmission of a “programme”
of any channel that is not in conformity with the prescribed Programme Code and the
Advertisement Code. The applicability of the Programme Code on a private TV channel which is
granted permission by the Central Government under the Uplinking and Downlinking Guidelines
has already been elaborated and under the conditions of those Guidelines, the channel is bound to
follow the Programme Code. Accordingly, any violation of the Programme Code by a private TV
channel would attract the provisions of sub-section (3) of Section 20 of the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995. Under the circumstances, there is no doubt that the provisions
of sub-section (3) of section 20 of the Act would apply Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. As
mentioned in the said sub-section, the Central Government, after satisfying itself that the
programme of a channel is not in conformity with the prescribed Programme Code, can issue an

order in writing to ‘regulate’ or ‘prohibit’ the transmission/re-transmission of such programme.

29.  The issue now to be considered is the alleged violation of the Progrmme Code by the
channel. The IMC has given its findings after detailed examination of the video clips of the
episodes telecast, the written submissions made by Sudarshan TV channel Ltd. and the oral

submissions made by its representatives during the course of its meeting held on 1* October,
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2020. Para 5 of the IMC minutes contain the submission made -by the Channel. Accordingly, the

contention that IMC has not considered its submissions fully is not substantiated.

30.  Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. has contended that no specific violation of Programme Code
has been pointed out by the IMC. In this regard it may be mentioned that in the Show Cause
Notice issued by the Ministry on 23" September, 2020 some of the audio-visuals, etc. which
were apparently found to be violative of the Programme Code were specified therein. Further,
para 4 of the Show Cause Notice made reference to some of the specific items under the
Programme Code which were apparently violated in the telecast of the aforementioned four
episodes. The IMC has taken into consideration all these aspects and given its detailed findings

on violation of the Programme Code.

31.  The channel in its submission dated 28" September, 2020 gave its response on the 13
instances specified in the show cause notice, copy of which is annexed (Annexure ‘D’). As
noted by the IMC (para 7 of the Minutes of IMC), “the episodes of ‘UPSC — Jihad’ can be
categorized into three broad themes: (i) the reservation policy of the Government leading to
entry into the Civil Services examinations conducted by the UPSC, and the language policy and
other aspects of the examinations conducted by the UPSC:; (ii) the alleged terrorist links of Zakat
Foundation of India, how it is a threat to national security, and which finances students of the
Muslim community to take coaching for preparing for the Civil Services, and students receiving
such coaching enter the Civil Services allegedly with the intention to propagate Islam; and (iii)
the alleged aim of the Zakat Foundation of India being to impress upon the Muslims to ‘capture’

the Indian bureaucracy and the entire country.”

32.  The Ministry has examined the four episodes, including the 13 video clips mentioned in
the show cause notice issued on 23" September, 2020, in the context of the aforementioned three
broad themes. The Ministry noted the contention of the Channel that the central theme of the
programme is not directed towards a particular community as a whole but seeks to highlight the
activities of one organization, namely the Zakat Foundation of India. However, the manner in

which the channel has gone about its exposition, including its comments on the selection process,
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examination system of the Civil Services, portrays one community and the UPSC in poor light,
and the channel could well have avoided utterances and videos which were not in good taste or
decency. The Ministry concurs with the findings of the IMC that the issue of alleged terror links
of Zakat Foundation and alleged source of funding is a highly disputed matter of fact, which
require a full investigation of evidence to adjudicate the veracity, truthfulness or falsity of the

claim made in the said programme.

33.  After taking into consideration the written and oral submissions of the channel, and the
findings and recommendations of the IMC, the Ministry is of the opinion that while freedom of
speech of expression is a Fundamental Right, the tone and tenor of the episodes telecast do
indicate that the channel has through the various utterances and audio-visual content breached
the Programme Code. The Ministry finds that they are not in good taste, offensive and has

likelihood of promoting communal attitudes.

34. The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, after examining all facts and
circumstances of the case and balancing the fundamental rights of the broadcaster, hereby
“CAUTIONS” Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. to be careful in future. It is further directed that if
any violation of the Programme Code is found in future, stricter penal action would be taken.
Further, the Ministry, by exercising its powers, inter-alia, the power of regulating, directs the

Sudarshan TV Channel Ltd. as under:-

“The channel should review the content of the future episodes of the programme “Bindas
Bol — UPSC Jihad”, and the audio-visual content should be suitably moderated and
modified, so as to ensure that there is no violation of the Programme Code, particularly the
following:-

* offends against good taste or decency;

* contains attack on religions or communities or visuals or words contempluous of
religious groups or which promote communal attitudes;

* contains anylthing obscene, defamatory, deliberate, false and suggestive

innuendos and half truths;
% - g
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* is likely to encourage or incite violence or contains anything against maintenance
of law and order or which promote anti-national attitudes,;

* criticizes, maligns or slanders any individual in person or certain groups,
segments of social, public and moral life of the country;

* contains visual or words which reflect a slandering, ironical and snobbish
attitude in the portrayal of certain ethnic, linguistic and regional groups.”

35. The Sudarshan TV channel is hereby directed to make due compliance to the

aforementioned directions of the Ministry before telecast and report the same to the Ministry

forthwith.

36.  Inview of the orders of the Supreme Court dated 23.9.2020 in the WP(C) No. 956/2020,
implementation of this Order of the Ministry will be subject to the outcome of the judgement of

the Hon’ble Supreme Court in that case.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority in the Ministry. .
I

(Sonika Khattar)

Under Secretary to the Government of India
Phone : 011-23387373

Enclosed : a/a

12
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
‘A’- Wing, Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi- 110 001

edededk ok dkokk

Dated: 03.05.2019

To,

The Managing Director,

M/s. Sudarshan TV Channels Ltd.,
A-84, Sector-57,
Noida(U.P.)-201307, India.

Email ID: mail@sudarshantv.com

Sub: Renewal Permission for uplinking & downlinking of 1 News and current
affairs TV channels, namely, “Sudarshan” of M/s Sudarshan TV Channels
Ltd. for a further period of 10 years after the expiry of initial permission
and revocation of the cancellation of the permission of the three channels
viz. ATo Z, A To Z Documentary and Telefilms, Sai TV —reg.

Sir,

In supersession to this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 11.05.2018 and in
pursuance of the Security Clearance given by Ministry of Home Affairs to the M/s
Sudarshan TV Channels Ltd. and its’ Directors vide OM No 11/21021/90/2004-1S-I1
dated 04.04.2019 and 12.04.2019, the cancellation of the permission of uplinking
and downlinking three TV Channels namely ‘A To Z’ (News Channel), ‘A To Z
Documentary and Telefilms’ (Non-News Channel) and ‘Sai TV’ (Non News
" Channel) is hereby revoked and the permission of uplinking and downlinking 1 News
and current affairs TV channel namely, “Sudarshan” for a further period of 10 years
i.e. from 21.02.2015 to 20.02.2025 is conveyed under the extant Guidelines for
uplinking and downlinking as per the following table and the conditions given below:-

Name of Channels and | Sudarshan Hindi News & Current

Language & Category Affairs

Logo of the Channel Last approved by this Ministry

Mode of Transmission Standard Definition (SD)

Name of the Teleport Teleport at Noida, M/s Planetcast Media Services
Ltd.

Name of the Satellite INSAT-4A

Shri Suresh Khanderao Chavhanke
Smt. Maya Suresh Chavhanke

Shri Ramdas Chavhanke

Shri Deepak Sopan Gorde

Shri Narayan Gopinath Phad

Shri Ramesh Nivritti Nagare

List of The Board of Directors

B N % 60 1D
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2. The company shall comply with:

(@) No change in this permission is permitted without prior approval of the Ministry.

(b) The approval is subjected to the submission of requisite documents for
seeking clearance from DoS, submission of affidavits and submission of
the outstanding annual permission fee within 10 days from the date of this
Order failing which the permission granted would stand cancelled.

(c) This approval is subject to the condition that all the relevant instructions of the
Election Commission of India shall be adhered to by your all channels.

(d) All terms & conditions contained in up-linking and downlinking guidelines as
amended from time to time.

(e) The Channel (s) shall comply with the Programme and Advertising Code
prescribed under the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 and
Rules framed there under.

() Condition that the company will not use Uplinking facilities such as
DSNG/SNG/RTTS/VSAT, etc. without prior approval of this Ministry.

(g9) Condition that the company would generate/ develop its own content for News
and Current Affairs, and would not source it from any third party without prior
approval of this Ministry.

(h) Condition that the company is required to submit the fees at the rate of Rs. 2
Lakhs per channel per annum 60 days before it becomes due for obtaining
renewal of their uplink permission every year.

(i) The company would be required to submit fee at the rate of Rs. 5 Lakhs per
channel per annum, to be deposited 60 days before it becomes due, for
obtaining renewal of their downlink permission every year by this Ministry.

() The company shall seek fresh permission/ registration from the Government
at least 6 months before the due date of completion of permission period of 10
years.

(k) The company shall remain clear from security angle and shall comply with
such conditions of MHA as may become applicable in this regard from time to
time.

() The Permission holder company shall inform the Ministry regarding changes
in management control or ownership pattern of the company.

3. The company shall also adhere to the following conditions with regard to
security related clearance:

a) The Ministry shall be empowered to impose such restrictions as may be
necessary as and when required.
b) The Ministry shall have the power to revoke the permission on grounds of
national security and public order.
c¢) The Ministry shall have the power to prohibit transmission of programmes
considered to be prejudicial to friendly relations with foreign governments,
public order, security of state, communal harmony, etc.
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d} Permission holder shall provide access to facilities of all equipment and
records/ system to the Ministry or its representative. _

e) Permission holder should make available detailed information about all
equipment and its location.

f) Ministry shall be legally competent to take over the stations on the occurrence
of public emergency or in the interest of public safety/ order.

g) Monitoring stations should be set up so as to facilitate prompt intervention for
deterrent action against violations of technical parameters and provisions laid
down in the legislation/ Guidelines and licensing agreements/ Permission
conditions.

h) The Ministry shall be empowered to modify the laid down conditions or
incorporate any condition as and when necessary in the interest of national
security.

i) The Permission holder shall make available to the Ministry the detailed
technical information about the equipment used/ to be used.

j) The Ministry shall have the power to revoke the permission if the Permission
holder company is found indulging in acts inimical to India’s national security.

4. The company shall also follow the following basic conditions / obligations:

a) The Permission holder company shall adhere to any other code/ Standards/
Guidelines/ restrictions prescribed by Ministry of Information& Broadcasting,
Government of India for regulation of content on TV channels from time to time.

b) The Permission holder company shall obtain prior approval of the Ministry of
| & B before undertaking any up gradation, expansion or any other changes in
the downlinking and distribution system/network configuration.

c) The Permission holder company shall provide Satellte TV channel signal
reception decoders only to MSOs/ Cable operators registered under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995 or to a DTH operator registered
under the DTH guidelines issued by Government of India.

d) The Permission holder company shall ensure that any of its channels, which is
unregistered or prohibited from being telecast or transmitted or re-transmitted in
India, under the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act 1995 or the DTH
guidelines or any other law for the time being in force, cannot be received in
India through encryption or any other means.

e) The Union Government shall have the right to suspend the permission of the
company/registration of channel for a specified period in public interest of in the
interest of National security to prevent the misuse of the channel. The company
shall immediately comply with any directives issued in this regard.

f) The Permission holder company seeking permission to downlinking a channel
shall operationalize the channels within one year from the date of the
permission being granted by the Ministry of | & B, failing which the permission




:will liable to be withdrawn without any notice in this regards. However, the
company shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity of being heard before such
a withdrawal. |

g) The company/channel shall adhere to the norms, rules and regulations
prescribed by any regulatory authority set up to regulate and monitor the
Broadcast Services in the country.

h) The Permission holder company shall keep a record of programmes
downlinked for a period of 90 days and to produce the same before any agency
of the Government as and when required.

i) The Permission Holder Company shall furnish such information as may be
required by the Ministry of | & B from time to time.

i) The Permission holder company shall provide the necessary monitoring facility
at its own cost for monitoring of programmes or content by the representative of
the Ministry of | & B or any other Government agency as and when required.

k) The Permission Holder Company shall comply with the obligations and
conditions prescribed in the downlinking guidelines issued by the Ministry of | &
B, and the specific downlinking permission agreement and registration of each
channel.

I) In the event of any war, calamity/national security concerns, the Government
shall have ‘the power to prohibit for a specified period the
downlinking/reception/transmission and re-transmission of any or all channels.
The company shall immediately comply with any such directions issued in this
regards.

m)The Permission Holder Company is required to provide information regarding
criminal case(s), if any, registered against the company, owner, promoter, or
any of its directors after the issue of permission.

5. M/s Sudarshan TV Channels Ltd. and their teleport operator M/s. Planetcast
Media Services Ltd. is advised to approach WPC Wing, Ministry of Communications &
IT for obtaining operational license/ frequency approval in this regard. This permission
is valid only if the company/teleport holds a valid WPC license for the channel.

Yours faithfully,

e f7, 0

(Vuay Kaushlk)

Under Secretary to the Government of India
Tele: 23386199




Copy to:

(i) Wireless Adviser, WPC Wing, Room No0.501, Ministry of Communications,
Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi.

if) Director (Shri. T.K. Anuradha), SATCOM-PO Satellite Communication &
Navigation Programme Office, ISRO Hars., Antariksh Bhawan, New BEL Road,

Bangalore — 560231.
i) Secretary, TRAI, Mahanagar Doorsanchar Bhawan, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg

(Old Minto Road), New Delhi-110002.

iv) EMMC, 10th floor Soochna Bhawan, CGO Complex.

v) DDG (Shri A.K. Kalia) (NOCC), Network operations Control Centre, Deptt. Of
Telecom Room No. 214, 2nd Floor, Eastern Court Complex, Janpath, New

Delhi-110001.
vi) M/s Planetcast Media Services Ltd., C-34, Sector 62 Electronic City, Noida-

201307

Vs Ko 944,

L1
(Vij aushi
Under Secretary to the Government of India

Tele: 23386199
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g FORM — 1A

AFFIDAVIT / UNDERTAKING

g
WHEREAS ﬂ Suresh ChavhankeS/o ShriKhanderaoChavhankein the capacity of Director
have applied to the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting on behalf of M/s. Sudarshan TV
Channels Ltd for approval / permission for down-linking of TV Channel “Sudarshan” in India.

WHEREAS a_i§ a condition precedent in above approval / permission, I am required to abide by
the Programme & Advertising Codes prescribed under the Cable Television Network
(Regulation) ?ct, 1995 and the rules passed thereunder.

-«%

WHEREAS [have read the above mentioned Programme & Advertising Codes.
B

WHEREAS I.understand that the permission / approval so granted can be withdrawn, if I fail to
abide by the said Programme & Advertising Codes.

L5 g

Now, therefore, I hereby undertake as,
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iii)

Place: Noida

g

&)

¢ Iundertake to abide by the Programme & Advertising Codes laid down by the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India from time to time.

I undertake to furnish periodic information relating to public complaints, programme -
contents and any other information in respect of above-mentioned TV Channel as
may be laid down / asked for by the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting from
time to time. ‘

I undertake to provide the necessary equipment and facility for continuous monitoring
of the broadcaster service at my own cost and preserve the recordings of broadcasting
materials for a period of 3 months from the date of broadcast and produce the same to

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting or to its &&g\g_zgﬁ A‘%QFF%C&H@}A‘@%%EQEI'D

when required.
3 Director

Name: Suresh Chavhanke

Date:13 May 2019 | Designation:Director.

Seal of the Company:

-------

m’
SR —
BALHAIGHNA IR
Advoecale (Mairry)
B R0, 7187
g, s n et )
GRUTAR LU HAGAR L,
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FE¢ R UTTAR PRADESH
i FORM-1A
AFFIDAVIT / UNDERTAKING

WHEREJAS I, SURESH CHAVHANKES/o Shri KhanderaoChavhanke in the capacity of
DIRECT@Rhave applied to the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting on behalf of M/s.
SUDARSHAN TV CHANNEL LTD for approval / permission for up-linking of TV
Channel $SSUDARSHAN” from India.

WHEREAS as a condition precedent to above approval / permission, [ am required to abide
by the Programme & Advertising Codes prescribed under the Cable Television Network
(Regulation) Act, 1995 and the rules passed thereunder.

i

WHEREAS I have read the above mentioned Programme & Advertising Codes.

ﬁ a
WHEREAS I understand that the permission / approval so granted can be withdrawn, if I fail
to abide by the said Programme & Advertising Codes.

Now, ther%fore, [ hereby undertake as follows:
i) EI undertake to abide by the Programme & Advertising Codes laid down by the

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India from time to time.
ii) 21 undertake to furnish periodic informatign relating to public complaints,

zvrn)

b5 5]
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Channel as may be laid down / asked for by the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting from time to time.

iii)  Iundertake to provide the necessary equipment and facility for continuous
monitoring of the broadcaster service at my own cost and preserve the recordings
of broadcasting materials for a period of 3 months from the date of broadcast and
produce the same to Ministry of Information & Broadcasting or to its authorized
representative as and when required. SUDARSHAN TV CHANNEL LT1

=" Director
Place: Noida Name: SURESH CHAVHANKE

Date: 13 May 2019 Designation: CMD
Seal of the Company:

ATRESTED

BALKRISKNA DIYIT
Advoeate (Notary)
R. No. 7167
GAUTAR: BUDHMAGAR (UP)

14 MAY 2019
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Annexure D

1. gUITET A 3AREIUT B wia T 35 TIcT dd DY 30 BT &M of Habd 8l I
Pl 9 qR "I B Brael Aeidr & gited 3 Aier 6 IR e & @ 4
TaRTemRT 78T €7 (11" September, 2020, 20:37:58 — 20:43:16)

el &1 S

qgell Jmafy FEEA & fhdl oF Y @ Ag afes sromr-sronr fGwar @ o 7w €1 vE
HeT 12 feie & waA # Sro-dia # suer 75 av geif & div woIm Al @
Forer o arar g1 A1 ardsrAt A G0 s O e g ol diel 39 39 6 gl

S|

2. e YfETHl Pl Aol BTiGet BT Bldl & dl & Wglerad @ fearg & sieqwiens 3R
AT 97 oa & 3R flgle @ warer aRerwr o HY B FRd 8 (117
September, 2020, )

TG & ST
TG 3 off e F [ G T o @ g w7 U A Fel g 6 fE

F AqREAR F wfa g & g § a fev 3% Ffa e SRl ST 1 e
¥ foar o T ¢ 7 e ofy 3R sReTT @ wRer dd § at 399 GG Adew
iR HRr T e gian § We 3¢ @ & & e g

3. # oIk ¥ Surey dMfeaY R wewdr § oY 3y T B ¥ 3w W £ 6 3R
39! =T FT(EY aF 379 @1 bl Heg o @l off Yl A IR BHeal BT gl
UGR SiTel B3 dTel bl UgeH B &, eifeeT o1 ORI 3¢ o1 gRHTeT o ST
& df g8 a1 & oirar & 6 O A arer gfem € e gfeew kR
AMFEA &Y FTaAT S+t 8e 81 (11th September, 2020, 20:44:22- 20:46:23)




ol & Far

=7 AR A Tgel oS U & die § S I Thie W 3 § 950 foErs IS
e T fafaar ww §1 e a5e W e S gU el 0§ AT O
0 difsal € | ug G # Adad g § [ wse # fgme v cafdd 1 awg oad
& gy a3 o Az gan ¢ ofea g 39 el 7 e © €
A W Foal FLeTT 2 aTel arFy Ut of AT e Ig 39 98¢ o fgeen g1 fod
A wreha A famm aml 36 A W foree 1 9 @ fer@e arer S 9gue qIEa 3
S § 39 AT W EH P g1 3G A 9e fowe aren afer Sl aren, 3t ool aren
AR A Y AT O € TG 4| 3 3 A O rwe § e e e A
St 3T A A S § 3@ W A 3T o e ) ddeA A TR O e
fordlt I 15 AT FHA & IeoHd gl gl

4. FE W geitowrt o Aepetan Y & 3y Wit & farat B ger A el sarer v 3¢
&1 UG & dTel, Tep B aTel] @ Ueb & UH Bl 814 I duTe I & Hholdl Hl & 4¢
SITA &1 3Hiehe TIH PR & (o g sNeih, R-gfeem et & G &1 Al
W & (11™ September, 2020, 20:49:30-20:53:56)

Hedet & Sar

FAFH & 36 & gHeAr ¥ g, Ifew 3¢ Wiged # wowerar e & AT F W B
foredr fore ardroedr & 2011 § 2017 aF & Refee &1 &1 faeeiwor far omar §1 55
FiEdT T Afged & feee @ favetwor A §) 59 favelwor 7 T fe@rr
¢ 5 & 2011 & 2017 a3 T Wifged & @weldl &1 &1 qad AT |ifged A
FHAAT T G T o ST €1 F9 Mty 7 off WA & aF roer-svent g w
crafecare fRar arar g1 SR WEead & fAU &Y Homr-3oRT FSCR & Ay s
grafsee oY & @1 §1 3 96 AT HeaTs W OgHS Fha ¢l R o e
qfyone & faveruoT ol ST FIs & Seorde g1 gidl | O% A SAelfolicd BheH &
fewar ¢ o i & off sger Ream g



29

5. WRd WPR gulgedt ¥ 3¢ &7 ufddfag oy (11™ September, 2020, 21:07:50 —
21:10:24)
ol & S
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6. MRa WHR UPSC & GUR 1 R 3m 98 31K 3¢ e dia e & ge a ag
fasar S (11" September, 2020, 21:07:50 — 21:10:24)

Ho FT T

g9 3 & el e WA 3t ofr e g1 olfeer g off AY awrre A
fr@ &7 3 7 v Rwr R &1 3 swd o forar e § ag o vy § e
# i & 75 Pgr ¢ FF 3¢ AmEH ¥ 9w foem A1 g da R S i e

lieell T ugEer WA 3T S §1 O Sge R ST HIS A FEAT F Secrd
73 7 T ' ' -

7. 40 3nfieaRY & e 27 IlGERY BT T8 STBId B TgT A T & At 7 Fel
1A BaeT ANBIRATET TR Peol I Tl & s §g W oot B § TpId BIISAT &l
Jgarge I forg MY srer-3r@ o @ wrew d faw! 17 91 You Can Sit In
This Place’WﬁWUﬁmﬁgqﬁTﬁﬁYouWﬁﬂ? You AA@d HRA gl
Sfeh ST W3S HIY [HAHA] BT TR & I8! 8l A HISaR Bl aTd B drel
ORI {&Y 3w 2 (12" September, 2020, 20:02:00 — 20:03:00. Also see 20:03:22-
20:05:54) -

el & Fae

TET S YT gof T 95 § aF Uahd o] HeT ardi B Tal CIIheee A6l 8 UEg AT
aed dl ol £ 61 8 P o gieie fovar &1 AT AT §| SeRd BISsEE 0 3isar
$t ATATSE zakatindia.org T doEse § T T RE & AMGEH ¥ §HA A9 gal Bl
Tifdq @eeT et aITarer & §1 3afa & Sif ose & agf his & serg this ferar 81
ST 5 37 YHR ....you can sit in his place . 39l & @5 # you AdoW Hlet
2% @ie dl TeHar Keg eIl AT § Wi 91E A7 o5 @ vy faAT o
geAtaet a1 favAade e & Torg foram aram &1 90 an &1 Aclord 39 Q1 10 &
T g 3R @ & @ o gar Foom Former sl Samel A R e Gm T
& | W5 S i fordl 65 & A o gedsr 4, 67 I e T A SROA
ofeneT carean & Toelt Y e B & WgEE AT 3gged (el R §, 3EGe S
& WA SUST & dE o & &) o Tl T RF 91 T5s | 9ar el deten
X 9 # gt T § R v TS 1w e @ W A R get SO
Far & off a1 & 3 § 3 A & st | 9 6 TRcA [Raal g il &
3erT-3reT Toehl &1 AEHH o Hed dieT & S §, Sl Herer-3erdT ol Hed i gl
% oferT Temrar # sy g W s ge el smafaat # agr o iREa g
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2 g In this photo, you should sit
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8. qu ot i famar Sit fob Irsgafer wa ot e i 3it g3 for W fota gaim e For
The Next 35 Years This Office Can Be Yours & fg&q @) 7€l gl w11 a1 &, @4iifds
Al fgges & 301w & 7 % et fopwres forg w1 <er &2 3 Wher-after goemET
I el STl T6T & fob 3 3Tfthw et gim m 3 fg@r  erawer &l Al 78l 82
(12" September, 2020)




eI F Fa

T5 3ufd T 7 QT T B TE SR Al ol A9 & [T fo @ # A
ar use TEl £ 3R AT & sraarEe g & & 3T T I §1 96 T o S
TG ¥ FE Foic IR 41 fonar § afed Farel 9T & T For the next 35 years this
office can he yours & ¥5 Yours f&ad fore forar mar § 257 @1 & o &1 T%
a1 cgawar & Al § 2 AfRT AT FET Al A ST AR TaT o F

caad &G el el @ AT e § s figrae @ s g forar &1 g 3R
I Fi F Ia 81 UE J 6E FE1 6 S arer I A0 § I A
3 & et & forar ST At SRy A At & O R w1 gae A ae
ARG AT UFIE SEIHT IR GATL U W 3UW Aeariter IX OOl & HTIfT gel
et §1 a5 e § 3w Ag afew W sp §1

Faftr & Al @ aE e i Far & g # cwaem F geldr @@ § 2 QU s
A &1 &l AET e T g
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9. &% gRT e aTet el 3151 3MEYYH 31X 3MEUITH o Y & 37! dcchlel
g A #Y Tes R Y a1 Y B 3R AT A B adeT &4 A Aepd o ferg Ful
PRI 3ATST ¥ 39S ATHA | 8 TG (12" September, 2020, 20:06:18 -20:06:35)
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oA & Fa

$ 3T & oft U AET g amr § Aty 1 ¢ Tl onser # agr v ¢ R S
A HF W I T G AR R QA & e e F Q@ Azas @ Gur
I b1 Wby & FARY g5 % T arn § o S wEdee 3w 3R & srvec
I FASTINEC foidh &Y GTidheare 1S, ISIS 3R etrer § o1 § AR & %
ISEE [RaT & T WAt 6 Gehar §1 AU SR alell A G @ 00 W fe
81 3t 9t gof 4 &) IF smafy dgfaene € aa § 3R ang SeeR & A
W ag 1 7 7

10. STeTd HHGHTT Bl &2l & IRBR FIen § fthe HRAT TTedT &) et Bl Bel & b
STepTd WIS R & TRBRT 3] TR PBeal B3 Pl Wl TfAT & T&T &l a9e 3
STebTd W3S bl B8 TEy  fawTd gv ol & 1o Siera 3707wl o a1 s
T PI &2 P I8 3gal UR BIfeoT B BT §8d7 B3 6T &l (13™ September,
2020, 20:05:15-20:07:23)

HEA & AW

a5 & aE Q9 ¢ FEA 4G ST G a S & @ S i I a1
& waaT o7 fe Fare §1 6T q@ o | 39 A S off O &6 9% § v A
TG & eI AGT PGI IG5 § UG FRGA & Jora-erdr Hoar ¥ o maw g i el
TGS o ST A1 FET TS & @ § 8| 3 54 ol AN § Al T Tonss GO dAR
& 7 AT E | A GE FET WIS T AT ¥ o 7§ § S ey refr off 3
HIST G IUReYT 7| 5T TOSS & feRNe & S ga & wfd a1 & A
ST RN a7 & AHerARl I GHIS S A HAT War §1 30 g qeal & aRd
ot afad far T €1 S QU SREA ST W AR G S &

11. 5T 22 A IAS, IPS S dTcy SebTd BIIS2 & BI3eT A AHIeT f4E & OSD B alk
R feas ¥ ey faar o 3R 5 eafat ) IgsT el arfEy 3k 39! iRt
B =fEy) Sibrd wiEseH fg@e  Pexufdal &1 99 § 3R 1AS, IPS g1 &Y
el Bl (13“‘ September, 2020, 20:06:20 — 20:07:47)




eI & A

O gl AAAe [y & 0SD ¢ #Iag ST AGHG A weAN & Fadigy F S

SN f&r O 3HF MUR W AR 3 SEsee & yidafad Ao Feamst &
Wy S o & W SIE # g T T § 39E 3N 5 S JEaT & forw
G Tald §U 4G A HEG R W 91 §U 34 dediel AR =y Y
it & g1

*agi fig oreg &1 forr oAt & W § | ¥ SR & v anedr U A wgl Adl
el &

S AR 6 G 811 YSCH: Tal AGT o1 WA A Fbd PSS I 354 AR
I WIS 9T A1 T 3T T AC § I AR W SHR AT B i A D AS
& o & 57 3 o arH B

12. STeBTeT Y AoTR 376 Q20 &t T 3R FgAd SATfd 3R SAeTiadl @ &b Pl gsu &l
f&em & 3mY 9 gl & SETa A B W WHRT 73 F A a1l Fied HIH 3@
s Sff & gRT QY v 3gfaa snfa iR Smenfaal 6 37 gamt el w it
TEaTT AT TTEdT & (11" September, 2020, 20:07:54 — 20:08:36)

TG W FA

5 39T # &ff einiEeee &1 aerdr §1 Uaw = g & Farel | et GHiel oS
fewm &7 @ar § 6 @ Constituancy 1 AT T 1@ § 3R i 9fa & fav
WRTIT Ale ¥ IRETT 5T T &1 ¥ o AS oA HUAr WG F AGT & G §
Hiew q T A SFHIG GG AU T TS & ARG WG X T §) giG warE
O AT A0 A G §7 S| I H TS A S dedl & (o ApRSg U5
A HTEET H AT G 37gi 30 Ul Constituency & AT at o™ & fov
ST e 1 AT Y TX TEEl & A A Feann §H1 MR O ga ey §
fos Afeem srgafaa oifT & fow smfera diel & @ & @ &1 S w6 ¥ ot
T A B AR T e G et 9 Fis # 3eaee ot 9 g

13. U 311 A2 BT HeaT & [ g W11 fog wwret i o7 foie! 3iieli i & dgd
3R&oT fiet TaT 2, 39 & ¥ weldl o g i T €, 98 fggr & fag srfijema €
RN fig wwot B ST arRaroT e a1 o1 39 § 9§ Prea 57 B Goeenail H faar
STIET R (14th September, 2020, 20:40:23- 20:43:22)
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HedT & E giF ¥ O w9 § 3R 3 ad depa @@ § A @ ade

AT el ORI 4@ § 3T 95 5A 5% Ui 4 aoAd € o agewe i, g
snafReT Y el A F3T 61 Y o 6 o e I oS & aar 9 6 A

59 A oS #F o 5§ S & e & SRE wia e R § s A e
¥ AT Gl & 915 59 avg a0 94 G ael ¥ &1 s i Bl
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